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An account of a fort of Paper made of Linum Asbefinum
foundin '\Vales ina Letter to the Publifiier, from rdward
LLoyd of J=fus Coll. Oxon.

N obedience to your commands 1 have here fent you

all thé¢ account 1 am ableto give at prefent of the
Lapis Amianthus ot Linum foffile Asheftinum which you
were inform’d (and thattruly ,wasto be found i the Ile
of Anglefey: wherein I fhall choofe to refer it to your
own judgment to determine whether this be the {fame
kind with the Asbeftos of the Ancients, or in fome re-
{pects different fromit.  Nor fhall I menticn any thing
out of Authors relating to +it; well knowing that would
prove but needlefs to you, as bemg not wlagqaalnfed
with whatever has been faid ofit: But fhall one'y give
you fome bareinformationsofit from my own prerz-

enc>. 1t is found in no {fmall quantity inthe Parith of

L.Lan-Fair yng Hornwy in the Northern part of #nglefey ;
where itrunsin veins through a Rockof Stone in hard-
nefs and colour notunlike Flzmwz. ‘Thefeveinsare genes
rally about ! of aninchdeep; which is the length of the
Amiantus , and 1sfeldome longer , butoften fhorter. It
is compoled of a lanuginous matter exa&ly refembling
that of pappous Plants ; but {fo clolely compalt,

that till you draw a Pm or any fuch fharp thing

- crofsthe grainof it, it appears onely a fhinisy - Stone 5
there being not the leaft filament ot lint to b pereived
in it. Inits natural form fome of it looks whiti /%, and
fome Stram-colour'd.. but all fhining : but if pou-ded ina
Mortar, the brightne(s difappears, and \hu whole be-
comes m/ﬂti_//o “Note that above and bencath rhe veins
there's a very thinjeptum of terrene matter between the
Amiantus , and thc Stone whereto it adhires. Tpit a
{mall quantity of the /int in the fre. which grew vl
hot; but mougn it .remain’d there } of anhour, 1 could
not perceive that :twas any thing confumed. T rwitred
fome of it alfo in form of a Wee/' 2, asyou had cdone that
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of Gyprus before, and dipping it in0Oylit gaveas good a
flame as other Weeks, till the 0yl was cenfum'd s the Week
remaining in thefame proportion as at firft.  Being fa-
tisfied it was encombultzfle, and inftruéted by one ot your
Chymical Leétures inthe Natural Flifory Schoole , that Pa-
perhad, and might be made ot it, Trefolv'dro try whe-
ther any could be made of ¢4 5 which it not ufeful,
might atleaft prove furprizing to fuch as kizew not the
material of it, by its not vielding to the fire ; to which
end I pounded fome quantity of it in a Stene Mortar , till
it became a downy fubftance and feem'd very fit for that
purpofe. Then I fifted it through a fine Searce by which
means Ipurg’d itindifferent well fromts terrene parts;
for what Earth or StonesI could not pick out of it be-
fore, or at the pounding, being reduced to apouder
came through the Searce , the Linum remaining. Hav-
ing thus pounded itand cleanfed it, I brought it to the
Paper-mzl 5 and putting it in water in aveflel juft ca-
pacious enough to make Paper with fuch a quantity; 1
ftirred it pretty much, and defired the workmen to pro-
cecd with it 1n their ufual method of making Peper,
with their writing-paper Monld : onely to ftir it about
cver before they put their Mould in; confidering itasa
far more ponderous fubftance than what ther uied ; and
that confequently if not immediatly taken up after it
was agitated, it would fubfide.  Paper made of it proved
but very courfe and too apt totear ,whercof I have{ent
you a Shect. But thisbeing the firt tryal, T have fome
reafons to believe it may be much improved; nor did
the workmen doubt but in cafeit were pounded in one
of their Mortars tor 20 Hours fpace it would make good
wreting-paper ; which , when I fhall receive a {ufficient
quantity ot it, Idefign to try. In the mean while be
pleafed to accept of this fuperficial account of it , in
roken of gratitude from

Your molt oblig’d Scervant

Lo LLoYD.



