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IV. 4 new Genus of PLANTS, call'd Ara-
liaftrum, of which the famous Nin-zin or Gin-
feng of the Chinefes, is a Species. Communi-
cated by M. Vaillant Predemonftrator at the
Royal Garden at Paris, to the Learned Dr. Witk
Sherrard, LL. D. late Conful at Smytna, and
by him to the Royal Society.

Raliaftram is a Genus of Plants, whofe Flower A ¥
is complete +, regular, polypetalous, and her-
maphrodite, ftanding on the Owsry B. The

Owary, which is crown’d by a Calyx cut into feveral
Parts, becomes a Berry D, in which are, for the moft
part, two flat Seeds, like a Semicircle, which both to-
gether reprefent a fort of a Heart. Add to this the
Stalk, which is fingle, ending in an Umbel of which
each Ray bears but oneFlower. Above the Middle of
the Stalk come out feveral Pedicles, (as on that of the
Anemone ) on the Extremities of which grow f{everal
Leaves like Rays, or like an open Hand.

The Species of this Genus are,

1. Aralisftrum Quinquefolii folio, majus, Nin-zin voca-
tum D, Sarrazin. Gin-feng.  Des letires edifiantes
& curieufes, Tom. X- pag. 172. .

2, Araliaftram Quinguefolii folio, minus. D.Sarrazin.
Plantula Marilandica, foliis in [smmo caule ternis,
quorum unumquodque quinquefariam dividitur, circa
margines [erratis. N° 36. Raii Hift. III. 658.

* wid, AR A LILA mInf. vei berb. Tab. 154,

t Complete, that is 50 fay, that bas a Calyx. ‘
Xxxxx 2 3. Aralia-
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3. Araliaftrum Fragrarie folio, minus. D. Vaillant N
furtium Mirianum Ancmones [ylvatica foliis, ennca=

phyllon, floribus exiguis. Pluk. Mantifl. 135. Tab.
435. Fig. 7.

To thew wherein Aralisffrum diflers from Aralia,

( from whence it takes its Name ) ’tis convenient to
ive alfo the Charadter of this laft Genws, {uch as

Mr. Vaillant eftablifh’d ic, in his Demonfirations of the
Year 1717,

Aralia * is altogether like the Araliaftrum, as to the
Structure and Situation of its Flower ; bur its Berry
confifts of Five Seeds plac’d round an #xis. Morec-
ver, its Leaves are branched, almoft like thofe of 4n-
gelica; and its Stalks (¢ which in fome Species are na-
ked, and in others have Leaves fet alternately ) bear
each feveral Umbels at their top, in the Form of a
Bunch of Grapes.

The Species of Aralia, are

1. Aralia canle aphyllo, radice repente. D. Sarrazin.
Chriftophorians Virginiana Zarza radicibus [yrcalo
Sis & fungofts, Sarfaparills noftratibus dicts.  Pluk.
Almag. 98. Tab. 238. Fig. 5. Zarfaparilla Vir-
gidentbus noftratibus dicta, lobatis wmbelifere foliis,
Americana.  Ejufd. Almag. 396.

2. Aralia canle foliofo levi, D. dSarazzin,  Aralia Ca-
nadenfis. Inft. rei Herb. 300.

3« Aralia canle foliofo (S hifpide D. Sarazzin,

4. dralia arborefe:ns [pinofa, D. Vaillanc.  Angelica
arborefeens, [pinofs, [ A-bor Indica, Fraxini folio,
cortice [pinofo Raii Hitk. 11 1798.  Chraffophoriana
aréor aculeata Virginienfis Pluk  Almag. 98. Tab o,

————

* vide Inft rei Herb, 3¢o. Tab. 154,
All
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All the Species of thele two G mers, except the lait of
cach of them, are common in Carade, whence Mr. 5z-
razin, Counlellor in the upper Council, Pbyfician to
bis Mzjelly, and Correlpondent of the Royal Academy
of Sciences. {ent them to the Royal Garden firlt in 1500,

The Inhabitans of that Col ny, and thole of Fir
ginia, call the firlt Species of 4ralia by the Name of Sar-
[aparilla, becaufe its Roots have almoft the {ame Figure
and Vertues

Mr. Sarrazin writes, that he had a Patient who had
been cured of an dnafarca, about two Years before, by
the ufe of a Drink made of thefe Roots. That able
Phyfician affures us alfo, that the Roots of the {econd
Species, well boyl’d and apply’d by way of Cataplsfie,
ate very cxcellent for the curing of old Ulcers; as al-
{o the Decoction of them, with which they bach and fy-
ringe the Wounds. He does not at all doubt, bur the
Virtues of the third Species ( which I (hall brielly de-
fcribe ) are the fame with thofe of the fecond.

Its Roots creep, and fend forth Stalks, which rife
commonly to the Height of a Foot and half, and fome-
times to two Foot; the botrom part-of them is rough,
with reddifh, ftiff and prickling Hairs  Thefe Sralks
are f{er from the Bottom to almoft the-Top ( which are
divided fucceffively into {everal naked Branches charg’d
with Umbels ) with branch’'d alternate Leaves, almoft
like thole of Podagraria hirfuta ngelice folto & odore
D. Vaillants which Flant is grav’d in the {fecond Tome
of Boccone’s Mufeumy by the Name of Cerefolium rurofs
Angelice folio, Aromaticwm. Tab.19. and in Rivini by
that of Myrrbis folio Pedagrarie

See the Account of the Chinefe Gin-feng, in Phil.
Tranfa&. Awni 17135, p. 237,

V. Extraét



