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We whofe Names are underwritten do hereby tellific
the Truth of the Matters of Fa&t in the within written
Letter related,

Benjamin Mafter, a Jurat of the Town, aged 74,

Robert Hammond, Senior, a Jurat of the Town, aged 77.

William Godden, a Filherman, aged 74.

Thomas Mar[b, a Fitherman, aged 72.

William Fall, a Fifherman, aged 73.

Fames Godden, aFitherman, upward of 6o.

L. Mifcellaneous Obfervations made about Rome,
Naples and fome other Countries, in the Year
1683 and 1684 5 and communicated to the Puba
lifher by Tancred Robinfon M. D, R.S.S.

SIR,

OU having been pleas'd to think fome of my Ob-

fervations might be agreeable to the Publick,
fhall here freely give you them (f{uch as they are ) o-
mitting thofe that were formerly extracted our of the
MSS. Diaries of my Travels, fome of which are Printed
in feveral Philofophical Tranfaitions, and others in fome
of Mr. Ray's Englith Tra&s.

In my Journey from Rome to Niples 1 obferv'd on the
Rubbifh of the Zre Taberne an unufual Vegetable for
that place, remote from Town ot Houfe, which was the
Ficus Indica Spinofa commonly. call'd the Opantia ot Tuna,
and by our Writers of America the Frickly=Pear, whofe
Juice gives the Urine a red Colour ; when I came to
Naplesy 1found it there near the Rocks, and in fome witd
{olitary Places like a Native, If the Spawiards planted ir,
they chofe defere Sitvations.  On this Plant the Cochineel
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Vermicalus is faid to feed in great Numbers, before it
changes into the Chryfalis or Aurelia of a Lady-Cow ¢ but
the Colour lies in the Nymph Worm before it turns a Beetle,
This gives me occafion to reflect upon the mdny Species
of our Enrepgan Vermiculi, {ome of which might be
found to vield rich Colours (if try’d) : Weare certain the
Maggot of our [lex gives the Kermes, and a noble Scar-
let Dye before it turns into a Fly, Many Shell-Filh
(which ore a{ort of infe@ ) contairn Purple Juices.

This brings on another Remark [made in pafiing ths
Apennines and 4lps, where 1 noted in fome Beds or $treiy,
and even in the midft of the harde(t Rocks, great varie-
ties o perfet Shells, that never occurr’d te me on the Zra-
fian Shores, nor in any of the numerouvs /% nms of that
Counery : {01 guefs they might be Exotizk,

Going further on tlie Pia £ppia, 1 obferv'd abundance
of the Siligna "Arbor or Carch) Tree, comrionly call'd
Fanis S. Foannis Baptifte ; on the Pulp wiereof many poor
Yeople were feeding. The Husks tafted like Mazra tome,
Wearthem grew plenty of the Arbor Fude.

The Aréutus, or Strawberry Trce, was common in the
woody places ; if this grows wild in the South Wefk pares
of Zieland, as fome affirm, I fhall think them much
warmer than any Counties of England. :

Before I eater'd the beautiful Campania of Nuples large
Woods of Cerk Trees grew on each fide the Road, where
the Inhabitants were decorticating them. I ask’d if .che
Trees didnot perifh : they anfer'd,- fome did, but the
Acorns return’'d annual Supplies. The Women and Chil-
dren wore Shoes made of the Bark, ‘

Coming near Capua I obferv’d a Species of Afh, or Or-
#us, on the Truask whereof maay Saccharin Concretions
were vifible. This provid the true Manna, that iflucs
out thro’ the Incifions made in this Tree by the Inhabi.

tants of Calabrias Swarms of Cicada’s were {ucking the
Body
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Body and Boughs, and perhaps by wounding then made
way for fre(h #anza.  Here { may note, that many In-
{e€ts have not only a Probofeis to bore and draw out the
Juices of Flants for Aliment, butother proper inliruments
to convey their Eggs into Vegetables and Animals, where
they may find Covertand Food when they comie te hatch,
in the Gall-Tumours, and other. Excrefcencés occafion’d
by the Wounds of the Parent Infeéls, that make fuch
variety of Canicali in all parts of Plants, and even in
the cuiancous parts of living Creatures and in dead Flefh.

This confirms me, that many Gums and Exudations
find their way out of Vegetables thro’ the Wounds of
Infeéts and other Apertures. Moft Poyagers thro' the
Eaff [Indies affirmy that Gum Lack is work’d and made
by large Ants that cover the Trees. [ rather think the
Infe@s {uck and terebrate the Tree, andfo give vent to
that pecuiar Sap that hardens in the Sun. This may ex-
tend te moft Bal{famiferous, Gummiferous, and Saccha-
rine lants, efpecially in hot Climates where In{céls
abound, and are more acive. In cold Climates the
Saps of many Vegetables will boyl into Sugars, as that
of Maple, Birch, Reeds, ¢¢. Not b that the Fluids
of Plants (like thofe of Animals) will fpontancoufly
break thro their Vefiels ina Picthory, and make onthe
{uperficial Parts various Eruptions and (ongeitions.

Difcourfing of Manza | may here take Notice there
are many adulterations of this Drug : all pafies for the
(alabrian, whereas that of Srianfon is from the Lariv,
that of Ferfia from the Myrics, and thole fiequently
mixt with the Juices of Spurges, and other rurgative
Ingr-dients. 1 mult not biure deny thar Dow wii, {ome-
times in cool Moenings fhoot, and coageal o a {olid,
fwece, white Subfiance, which [ once oblerv'd in very
hot Weather before Sun-rife.

2 Upen
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Upon viewing the Pulcand’s about Naples, Pefuvius
on the Eaft fide, the Solfatara and Monte di Cinere on the
Weft near Puzzuolo and Baje; I obferv'd the fame Face
of Nature, which | believe runsthro’ all the other Pul-
cano’s of our Globe, viz. heaps of Pumice Stones and
Cinders of Marchafites on the iides, with Beds of Flower
of Brimftone on the tops. The Holes and Cavities in
thofe calcin’d Minerals feen to be the Nidus of the Sui-
phur, which hath been fublim’a by the Heat and Fire of
that vat Maf(s of Pyrites, that compofe the Bowels of
thofe Prlcand’s, and lye fcatter'd rthro’ many parts of the
Earth, even under the Sea, where they fometimes ger-
minate, ferment, and take Fire, throwing up lictle 7/lunds.
Earthquakes and other Cho's of the Globe may {pring
from the Mines of rthefe combuftible and explofive Mine-
rals, loaden with Brimftone and Elaftic Salts. Hence
fome Account may be given of 7herme or hot Baths,
whofe Waters gliding thro’ thefe hot Beds take their
Gas. Of fuch Medicinal boiling Waters and Stoves,
there are more about Naples than in any place 1 ever {aw or
heard of, the whole Country being continually pervaded
by hot Steams.

Walking round this City I found Palm Trees, fome
with unripe Dates hanging down, others without any
Fruit: and there was another Species of Palm that {weats
out the Gum Dragon: 1{uppofethe Monks had tranfplant-
ed them outof Africa. 1 faw growing here many Suzar-
Canes, Rice, Maiz, abundance of the purging Sesns, and
Cummin Seed. Thro'the whole Campania of Naples T ob-
ferv’d the fame Vegerables to be larger and more proud
than in other parts of /taly, asthe Platanns, the Lentifcus,
the Terebinthus, the Fiffaches, the Oleanders, Agnus Cafbus,
Barba Fovis, the Tragacanth, the Styrax, the Capers, &,
The Melons, Fujnbes, the Azaroles, and other Fruirs
were of a beweer Tafte.  The Goffvpium, with the Cor-

Ton
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ton breaking out of the husks, adorn’d fome of the
Fieldss the Hedges full of Pomegranats, Almonds, Tama-
visk, Swmach, Cedrus Lycia (a fort of Juniper or Savin)}
abundance of Phillyrea, Alaternus, Cifti, Cyrift, Myriles,
Spanilh Broom, Bays, Lauraftines, ¢re. all wild, Indige-
nous of that warm Soil and kind Climate. The Water-
Melons, the Olives, the Oranges, Lemons and Citrons
were better than about Genoa or in Prevence.

The Lotus Arbor ot Nettle Tree, the Paliurus or Chriff
Thorn, the Ricinus or Palma Chrifti, common in the
Hedges, with feveral Thymeled’s.

If{aw them fithing for Coral, and Hippocampi: the fitlk
did not come {oft out of the Sea; the hard Incrultation
covers the Vegetable part that bears Seed, as the Alga's
and Fuei do. They take the Sword-Fifh by darting a
Spear into him, as they do the Whales inthe Greenlana
Fifhery.

When dark Night came on, I could fee Multitudes of
Luminous Flies thro’ the Campania of Naples: perhaps
our Male Gleworm, or flying Cicindels, may abound
there ; not but that many other Infe¢ts may carry fuch
Lanthorns about them. The Scorpions creep out about
that time ; and | have found them often in Bed, with the
Punaifes.

The Hedges are full of Liza:ds of various Colours;
and the Cicadd’s chirp and fing towards Evening. Iob-
ferv’d f{everal Species of tinging Spiders in the Corn
Ficlds, fome of which, in hot Harvefts, may prove
Zarantulds 5 the Poy{ons of Animals and Plants increafing
with the approach of the Sun, and the Heats of Climates.
Abundance of Silk-Worms were {pinning on the Trees
and Shrubs ; the Birds prey’d upon them, before they
could change into Papilio’s, as they do upon {warms of
Locuftse

Ecece I
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I eat often their young Frogs, Tortoifes and Snails,
ferved up with Oyl 2nd Pepper, which agreed well with

e : {o did their &ea Urchins, and the Urtica Marina, (cal-
led Sca Gelly or Blubber, tho’ it be an Animal, having a
true Hear:, and Veilels for the Circulation of Fluids)
Scme of their Thiftles are no ungrateful Sallet.

I faw fome Vitriol Works about Siens, Rome and Puzs
znolo 5 thofe of Alum only about Civita Pecchia. Amongft
the Sands of the Adriatic Sea 1 obferv'd many white,
clear, fhining Flints; which they told me were carried to
Penice, tomake the fine Chryftal Glals at Muran,

Upon reading our ingenious Dr. Mufzrave, de Geta Bri-
tan. ¢¢ Synop. Chronolog. Dom. Sever. 1 confulted my
Diary taken at Rome. 'The Magnificent Septizoninm fie
gur'd by hinh ftood near the Foot of the Palatine Hill, on
the E.S.E. fide, overlvoking the Fia Appiz and the
Circas Maximus, the SAmphitheatre of Titus being near
on the other Side. By the number of Portico’s (which
were Seven) it might contain Multitudes of People, as
SpeQators of the Triumphal Entries and the publick
Games. Bur I would not be thought to differ from our
Learned Countryman, who with good Authority, thinks
it the Sepulchretum of that Imperial Family ; tho' moft of
the Ancient Maufolenn's, (at leat thofe i faw) were Rotoi-
dd's, or Columbaria's, for the more convenient placing the
Urns of the Kindred 5 as that of Auguffus near the Came

us Martius 5 that of Adrian on the other Bank of the
Tyber ; thofe {aid to be of Scipio, of Cicero, and Munatius
Plancus, near Gaieta and the Pia Appia; that of Pirgil
on the fide of Mount Paufilippus ; that of C. Metella and
fome others on the P74 Flaminia. Some were Pyramidal
as that of Ceffius in the Wall of Rome, and a few others
on the public Roads.  Fhis Septizoiium Severi {eems to
differ from the relt of thofe Ancient Sepulchietim’s, which
might
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might be varied according to the Fancy and Humour of
great Families.

This Urn Burial was only in Fathion amongft the Gey-
tes Majores : as for the dead Bodies of the Plebeians ana
Slaves, they were generally laid in places where they had
dug Stone ; and thofec Quarries became Catacombes, The
Laws prohibited them to bury within a City, unlcfs the
Bodies were firft reduc’d to Afhes.

I obferv'd in many of the Ruins about Reme and Naples,
great Stoncs laid clofe, and wedged very falt with little or
no Cement ; the Bricks, towards thie middle of a Building,
were generally of a Rhomboidal Figure, very Smooth,
Shining and Hard, laid in Plaifter as firm as Marble.
Their Mortar was much more durable then ours, as
appears at this Day by their dqueduis and Pifcinds, the
Cento Camare, and Caliguls’s Bridge under Water at Buje.
Pliny fays, they made ufe of the Zerra Puteolana, but the
prefent Inhabicants have loft the way of tempering it.

During my abode at Genoa, Leghorn, Offia and Civita
Vecchia, 1 obferv’d many Torpedo’s or Cramp Fifbes, moft
accurately Anatomized by S. Lorenzini ; plenty of Sphy-
rana’s, (aSpecies of Sea Pike, a-kin to the Needle Fifhes)
'The Uranofcepus, call'd Bocca. in Capo and Prete. The
Zsia or Sun Fith. The Dentex or Pentalis, Altavelss
a fort of Paftinaca. The Pefce Baleftra or Caprifcus. The
Pefce Pettine or Novacnli. The Zyzena or Ballance
Fifh, as large as the Saw-Fith or moft Sharks. The
Scolopax ot Tromberta, calld by our Seamen the Bel-
lows or Trumpet-Filh. The Draco Marinus. The Tun-
ny-Fith. The Centrina ot Pefce Porco. 'The Aquila. The
Scorpius Major, with Vaarieties of Zurdi in the Markerts,
But what pleas’d me moft, were fome odd Sea Ani-
mals, as the Lepus Marinus, (a Species of naked Suail)
the Hyfirix Marinus, ot Eruca,calld by the Seamen Piweio,
with a Brufh hanging ox;at‘ of the Tail, like the Byfus or

cee 2 Silk
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Silk of the Pinna. Many Tamburo's or Drum-Fifhes ;
Plenty of Murends. 1 oblerv'd a ftrange Sea Animal,
call'd the AMicrocofmo marine, with many Shells, Tubul
and Vegetables growing or fticking to the Back of it,
thisappear’d to me a-Kin tothe Echini Marini, or rather
to the Stelle Marine, being Triangular, and fometimes
Pentadactyloss.

I embark’t once with the Fithermen, who thew’d me
{everal Loligo’s, FPolypi, and Sepia’s, or Curtle-Fifhes, (all
Cruffaceous) fome of them were cafting out their Ink in
the Water : I {fuppofed fome Sharks, Dog-Fifhes, orother
Enemics, were near them ; this black Liquor may be the
Gall of thofe Animals. In the Nets, I often found Sea
Infe@s, and Vegetables; and indeed a new World, un-
deferib’d by natural Writers, at leaft unknown to me:
but for want of the Art of Defigning or Drawing, a-
bundance of things efcap’d me, and were utterly loft ;
therefore T would advife all Travellers to be converfant
in that moft ufeful Science.

I obferv'd the Ztalians near the Alps and dppennines,
call’d feveral Birds Framcolino’s, as our Red, Grey and
Black Game; and even their red and white Parridges ;
the different Colours of the Hens from the Cocks, the
many Variegations in Feathers, the different Ages and
Places, have all given occafion to multiply Names and
Speciess the fame may happen in Fifhes, Quadrupeds,
Infeéls, and all the Divifions of Zoology; and even in
Botany and Minerology.

The Ztalians call many of their little fac Birds Beccafs-
go’s, that feed upon Figs, Grapes, and other {weet Fruirs,
So the French multiply their Ortalans, taken in the Vine-
yards and Gardens. Some of the Antient Writers take
Notice that the Romans ufed to feed their Geefe and other
Birds with Figs, when they intended to f{well their Li-

vers to a monftrous Bignefs.
The



( 481)

The Merops or Apiafter is common on their Brooks:
it flies like our Kings-Filher, and preys aot only upon In-
{ecs but Fiflh. Thereis a very beautiful Bird in Zzaly,
that {ufpends its Neft down from the Boughs of Trees.
When I faw it fly by me, Itook it for an Zadian, from
the brightnefs of its Colours; it is as large as our Miflel-
Bird and Thruth. an IZerus Flinii

The great Cock of the Wood ({aid to be found in Zreland)
is common on the fides of the /ralian Hills, and brought
frequently to_the Markets. I faw twice or thrice the
Fimantopus, and the Phenicopterus or Flamingo, (whofe
Tongue was a Dainty amongft the Romans, when they
grew Luxurious). Iobferv'd fome Spoon-bills: thefe three:
laft Birds were wading in the Rivers and Marfhes, near
the Sea. Once 1 {py'd fome Pelecans on the Adriatic,
near the mouth of the Po. The Avis Diomedes was
hung up dry’d in one of the Mufenms at Florence, but
they told me it had been taken on fome of the Ifles of
the Archipelago.

On the Laguna of Penice, T faw {everal Species of
Mergi, Lari, Colymbi, and other Water Fowls, moft of
which Divid. 1 was {urpriz’d with the Variety of them,
having. not {cen fo many on other Coafts : perhaps the
hard Winter had forc’'d fome unufual Birds thicher.
The Monks and Fryers told me, they eat fome of thofe
Sea Birds in Lent and on Falt Days, becaufc they liv’d
upon Fifh, and had a pifcofe Tafte, as the Fremch pre-
tend their Macreafe to have. whichis a fort of Sea Duck,
common on the Coaft of Normandy, and brought to
the Marksts, even at Paris on Maigre Days; of which
I gave a long Hiltory in the Philof. Tranfait. An,
1685. N°% 172.

Buffaio’s are common in the Kingdom of Nup/es, and
in {ome pacts of Lombardy, where they plough and draw

with
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‘with them. A peculiar Cheefe is made of their Milk
(calld Cafio di Cawalls) rowld up like ftiff' picces of
Ribbon. Qut of their black fhining Horns they make
Suufl-boxes and Combs, The Creature is varuly, and
therefore they lead them with iron or Brafs Rings drawn
thro’ their Nofcs. They make a Buff Leather of their
Skins. Tonce faw fome hairy Sheep feeding on a Com-
mon; perhaps they had been brought from Africs.

In pafling the high 4/ps, I had a View of the Zbex or
Steinkock, whofe large Horns are recurvated almoft as
far back as the Tail; they are very ponderous for the
bulk of the Animal, having many knotty Rings, that
may help them in climbing. They are rarely taken.

The Rupicapra or Chamois, is very common on the fides
of the Cliffs, whofe Skins afford the {oft Leather. The
Mus Alpinas, ot Marmota, is as large as a Rabber, will
foon grow tame in Houfes, tho” brought down from the
Summits of the higheft Mountains, where it will grow
tat.

I have {een in {everal Towns of Jtaly frefh ftrong Por-
cupines, which the Inhabirants told me were taken in the
Hedges and Ditches thereabouts, tho’ much more rare
than our Land Urchins. In the Grifons Country, and in
fome Cantons of Switzerland, 1 have often obferv'd the
Rannwenlns Viridis or {mall Tree-Frog, perching on the

Boughs and Leaves. _
In the Northern Parts of Gerwany 1 {aw {everal Elk-

Skins, and thefe of the Rkin-Deer ftuffed, and fet up in
Mufears’s, but ncver alive: tho’ the Animals are faid to
‘be common in Mufeovy and Lapland, and fometimes {cen
in the Forc{ls of Pruffia.

The Skins of Hippopetami (faid to be the Behemoth)
are in fome Collections of Curiofities in Ztaly and FHol-
lind : {o are thofe of the Musk-Deer, one of which is in

the Mufens of our Royal Society.
Give
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Give me leave here to refle a little upon the late
Aurora Borealis, whole Phenomena you havz (o weil
deferib'd and expliifi'd in your late Philofophical Tranfsé ;-
on, No 347. | am of your Opinion, that tuole Photf-
phorous or Luminous Appearances in the kirmamcor,
proceed from the various Efflwvia perlfpird cut of our
Globe, or paffing thro’ ity for i have feen thioie Lights
over Pefuvius, the Strombulo lands, and rowards iz
in dark Nights, when thole Pulcano’s were now I ng
nor burning, their Sides and Tops being puffabiz to "i1.
vellers at that time, and all cheir ourward pasis quien
We are certain that Zreland and Greenland aboundt wi'h
Vuicano's ; fo may Norch Ealt Lazland, Nerth Kefia and
Tartary, where vaft Chains of Mountains are f2id torun.
The Fefuits, and other Travellers, relate many prodig
ous Eruptions of Fires, and Earthquakes rowarce the
North of China ; but nearer the Foic the Earth mofi be
clos'd and pent up many Months, by the long fevere
freezings and continual Snow and Ic¢, which rclaxing
rowards Spring, may give vent to that valt Mafs or Ma-
gazine of perlpirable Matter, that had been kept fo long
in hot'Subteirancous Prifons. Thismay be onc Realon
why Animal Bodics themfelves are ofien {enlible of
Changes at thes Seafon in our Climate, when Perfpiration
is upon fuch aa Increale 5 bur 1 will not take up your
rime any longer, cipecially upon a Subjel that you un-
derfiand fo weil.

2

SIR,
Tonr moft bumile Servant,

Tancred Robinfon.
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