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DWARPS IN FRANCE

O™

T cosTLy russian saBLe 4
" [Wemen the Werld Over Long to Pon-
) sess This Reyal Fur.

Ten thousasd dollars. seems a big
“@rice to pay for a secondband garment,
but the members of the royal houses
of Europe do anot hesitate to speand this |

. amount frequently to obtain one for
winter wear. The first owners of the
coatly dress, .says the ,Philadelphia
Times, are endowed by vature with a
precedence in the matter of wearing
that no cmount of money can over-
oome, and the milllongire of titled rep-
resentative of a European monarchy
must be content w0 purchase the gar-
ments after they have been worn for
years. But the Ruasian sable is =0l
a bumau being, and, no matter bow
much the avisml may drag the fur
through the mire and dirt. no owe will
«consider it a Wishonor:to wear it. In
Ruasia andmyol;h:l::kn:*neo:
tries a sable .coat or s Worn 4
a mark of Wistinetion, and Svenglﬂ.
imr his expressed ambition to wear “me
big fur cost,” undoubtedly referred to
the fine Russian sable that is seen 80
commonly at the courts of Europe.

Limeusin Are Bmwnil in Stature.
In Limousin there is & barren range

viding line between the departments of
Dordogue, Correze and Heute-Vienne,
about halfwey between Periguex and
Limoges. The water courses show the
lcation of these uplands. They ex-
tend over an area about 75 miles long
and half aa wide, whereln average hu-
man misery is most profound. Dense
- ignerance prevails, says Appleton's Sci-
ence Monthly. Thereis more illiteracy
than in any other part of France.
The contrast in stature, even with

region, Is clearly mnarked by the dark
tint. There are sporadic bits of equal
diminutiveness elsewhere to the asuth
and west, but nowe is so extended or so
extreme. Two-thirds of the mea ure
below five feet 'three inches in beight
in some of the communes, and the wom-
cn are three or more inches shorter
than this. One man in ten in below
four feet 11 inches in stature. This
is not due to race, for several ra-

! ted
While the fashion in most furs ;’:‘ thtizpe‘mymwi ﬁ;ﬂu{mm
<changes year by year, sable invariably iarea. It is primarily mﬁo

folds its own, and the pussessor of a
wich garment of this material can w.'ell
feel the pride that comes from owning
spmething not commonly worn. The! boiled chestnuts and stagnant water,
demand for sable has never been so i and to unsanitary dwellings in the
extensive here as in Furope, and very : deep. narrow and damp valleys. . Still
dew understand the difference between further proof may be found to show
the relative value of the Ameriean aga that these people are not stunted by
-Russian furs. At the court of Russia any hereditary influence. for it has
every member must have his sable furs been shown that children - here,
'for state occasions, and it is estimated :

but who migrate and grow up else-
that this equipment must cost each| ypere are normalin height, while those
ome not far from $25,000. In Germany

boru elsewhere, but who are-subject to
the maids of honor are compelled to

A this environment during the growing
Save their g&menu trimmed with sa- peﬁod of youth’ are Wmionawy
®le tails and clippings, while in the

dwurfed.
rcourt dresses of several other Euvropean - .
mations the sable figures in various|  IN THE WORK‘INE.*}
ways. . qﬁm‘er of the Imsermmtional Hed
. NEW WRINKLES IN SHIPS.|
|

Cross Sewiety.
; In the workbouse of Heiden, in the
Bteel Yards and NMaste—Veotvels Withe
out Royals.

“canton of Appenzell, Henry Dunnant,
A man not familiar with ships 'who

‘the ' founder of the Intermstiona] Hed
waw the royal yard lying en Sowthetreet

generations of subjection to a harsh
climate, to a s0il which is worthlesas
for agriculture, tp a steady diet of

A

“Cross society, is passing tbhe closing

: bours of his useful life, says the New
'whari the other day, might have mis-| yoro Tribype. His ming is Smpaired,
taken it for a mainyard, it Jooked so | . . symptoms of insanity bave ap-
dig. It was a new spar for an Ameriean | pogred uo that it ia doubtal whethor
wooden ship of 1,600 toms lying along- he will ever kmow that it was to him
mide t.he' whartf, and wu.ﬂ feet long. that the intermational medical con-
The mainyard of the ship messured gress, Leld at Moscow.a few weeks ago,
mbout 89 feet in length. The royal was unapimously awarded its prize as to
‘of epruce, the main of Oregon pine. On | wy o o who has done the greatest
a ship nowadays the lower yard would service to humanity and medicine in
be of' steel, says the New York Sun. the present age.” Some years ago an

8hip masts were formerly wmade with | o nouneement of Dunnant's destitute
the several parts each a solid stick. condition aroused universal astonish.
‘When big timber became scarce and ment and painful surprizes, which were
more costly the lower masts were built only set at rest when a statement was
~mpota number of pieces of wood and published to the effect that the dowager
banded with iron hoops. When ships empress of Russia had settled upon him
‘began to be built of irom the lower an annuity eufficiently large to enable
maste were made of iron and also the him to end his ddys in comfort and:
Jower yards; and when the building of peace. Unfortunately, these good in-
wteel ships was begun, the lower masts tentions of the crzarina do not appear
and the lower yards were made of steel. 10 have materialized, or else the money.
There are ships now that carry steel | oy (1€ IR S o el Y founder
g::;h ur;:;o and including their top-gal- of the Red Croes has been diverted and
. yards. . i se intrusted
i There are built nowadays ships that :‘i;};]t!:o Fmﬂn_mq?h; often hap-
no royals. The other yards are pens in Russia, and it is the exception
amade longer, 80 that the #hip spreads rather than the rule when a gift from
the same amount of canvas, which is; any member of the iniperial house
ihowever, carried lower. With less reaches its destination.
iweight aloft there is less leverage on
‘the masts, and the ship stands up bet-
Her. Fewer yards are required and less
rgging. The low rig is ip line with
the common modern endeavor toward
greater economy of operatjon.

TALE OF A TALL HAT.' o
How ngScotch Bridegroom Turned &
Trick on One of the Guests.

At Scotch weddings some years ago
‘ . . it used to be the custom to batter the
i ROPES INSTEAD OF SELT8J= hat of the bridegroom as be was leav-
: - ing the house in which the ceremony
i Corron min. - ™| to0k place, On oo of thoss oscasions,
Not a little interest has been created | 5275 the Lo.ndon Weekly Te'l egraph, &
'‘emong manufacturers of textiles by nemiy married couple (relatives of the
mhe improved mechanical equipment pridegroom) determined to carry o:t
dntroduced in the new Whitman mills, the observances ;tothom“ custom to t" .
iNew Bedford, Mass. The engines are letter. The pride heard them dis-
fpronounced remarkable in every re- cussing their plans and dispatched a
mpect. They are of the upright type messenger .to the carriage, which o
fotally unlike anything in use n Amer: wantigg‘ _w'nth his hat some time previ-
fhean cotton mills, are said to show great | 0Us to his departure. Then, donning
wfficiency. and, though so ponderous, the hat of a male relative who had plot-
‘are run more quietly than three-fourths | t¢d 88%izst him, he prepared to go out
ot the engines of the mills of the coun- | 10 the carriage. No sooner had he gy
ftry. The engines are characteriged by to the door than his hat was furiousty
e peculiar distinction of baving an assaulted and almost destroged. He
pen rope drive, a feature which hasat- | Walked out of the house amid the
oted considerable atte ntion, saye the laughter of the bystanders and entered
New York Sun.
The face of the driving wheel is abont
mine feet and is cut in £TOOves some
our inches from center to eenter.
: © ropes sink into these groeves and
{ covered with a preparation made
;- T _preserving them, the covering tobe
pplied, say, once a year. Cotton is the
terial of which these Topesare made,
»_although they have been ran
dily for more than a Year, no
uble has been thus far experienced,
lt.he (:rive is pronocunced the most
Y noiseleas one that hes ever been
wevised. One point of preferemce ex-
ﬂte.ed in favor of this arrangement
that in demnp weather the drive scts
differently from the ordinary belt-
s i‘na-nneh a8 it shrinks instead of
ng flabby ang slipping.
———
A Valuable Cat.

hat from his head, he threw it into the
hands of its proper owner, exclaiming:
“Hey, Mr. Dougall, there's your hat,”
and donned his own, amid the cheers
of all present. Mr. Dougall was the un-
happiest looking mean in Scotland for
some time after that.

<. Township of But One House B

Undoubtedly the most extraordinaty
township in England is that of Skid-
daw, in Cumberland. It contains but
one house, the occupier of which is
unable to exercise the Briton’s privi-
lege of voting, because there is no over-
seer o prepare a voters’ list and no
church or other place of worship or
assembly in which to publish ome. The
most remgte village in England is that
o? Farley«cum-Pitton. This rural spat
is 3034 miles from the nearest railway
station. As a contrast to this may be
mentioned the hamlet of Ystard, abous
ten miles from Cardiff. This tiny.set-
tlement possesses two important main
roads, two railroads and two large
Tivers,

Whirling Mice of Japan. i
There are certain breeds of mice im

N
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All efforts on the part ot
young Immter to drive the cat back
were fuiile; it was bound to go

th him, and #¢ Nustrated its ability
& hunter by its “pointing” a wood-
k which young Reed shot. Then it
ushed” a partridge, which was aiso
ged by the hunter. Reed zays he

d not part with the eat for the

t bird dog in the country.

impressions. Under proper conditions
these little creatures will whirl like
dervishes for hours at a time. They
have been taken up by naturalists
——————————— .. .. i | when in this condition and held xtation.
; Imitation Butter tn Qr-‘“-yi ary for several minutes, but will in-
+ 1 There are 50 manufacturers of iwn-{ stantly resuime the “whirling” when
Meaaehin pregony’ reieased. —
uces daily 6,000 : R 1]
trom & preparati " Electric Bread Cutter.” '
- tion of cocon y A machine has been devised which
« woes by electricity and which can cut

in

o
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of low hills which lies along the di--

the vehicle; thef, taking the battered

'anan‘ very sensitive and susceptibie to-

‘Inhabitants of the Department of | Mandoltns, Guitats, Banjos, Violids

the low average of all the surrounding |

ALUMINUM INSTRUMENTS,

and Drums Made Out of the Metal.

Various musical instruments are
made ¢f alaminum, including mando~
lins, guitars, banjos and violins, and

drums. The advauntages claimed arere~|.

sistance te climatic influences and su~
periority of tone. Some of the mando-
lins are made with the bady, including
the top, entirely of aluminum, others
with the top of spruce, the neck of
wood, and the other fittings of the
usual kind.” Such a mandolin is sold
at from $25 to $200. The prices of all
aluminum mandolins range somewhat
lower, says the New York Sun, .

Guitars with & spruce top and the
back and sides of aluminum in a single
piece are s0ld at from $25 to $200. Ban-
jos are made with aluminum rims, fit~
ted with heads of the usual kind. and
they are also made with aluminum
heads. Such a banjo, with wire strings,
ocould be played in the rain.

The aluminum violin that is now
upon the market is, in its body, all
aluminum, while the neck and other
fittings are of wood. All thealuminum
ipstruments are handsome, and the
aluminum violin, with its silver-gray
body, and finger board and tailpiece
of ebony, 18 of great beauty. Itisacost~
ly instrument. The makers of the
aluminum mandolins and guitars with
spruce tops are now engaged upon a
violin whose back and sides will be of
aluminum in @ single piece, the top of
the instrument to be of spruce. .

WOMEN IN UNIVERSITY LIFE.

Germany, Austria and Russia Dis-
. courage It.

‘One of the reports of the educational
department of England has a special
table devoted to the subject of the
admission of women to university life,
says the Chicago Tribune. Inquiries
bave been instituted as to the arrange-
ments made for women students at 162
of the universities of the civilized na-
tions in both hemispheres, and 139 re-
plies were received. The questions
asked were: Are women admitted as
members of the universitiea? Arethey
admitted on the same terms as men?
Are they admitted to lectures? Are
they admitted to examinations? Are
they eligible for university degrees?

It is gignificant of the advanced lib-
eralism of Scotland and Walea that
their five universities bave no answer
but “Yes” to make, save as regards
certain medical courses in the ‘north
country. Australia, India and Canada
also answer: “Yes,” apd Toronto
proutlly says: ‘“No advantageis grant-
ed to men which is not open to wom-
en.” New Zealand gives practically the
same reply. Fragce, Belgium, Hollana,
Denmark, Norway, S8weden, Switzer-
land, Greece, Italy, and, of course, the
CUnited States have almost unbroken
columns of “Yes.” Thegreat sinmers of

Europe are Germany. Austria and Rus-
sia.

T e ———— .
ASTUTE INSURANCE AGENT.

Feoled the Man Who Tried to Claim
Momey on Burned Cilgars.

“Some time ago,” raid an insurance
man, according to the Philadelphia Rec-
ord, “a man asked me to acccmpany
him home, as he had some things there
to be insured. When wé arrived at
his house he showed me 100 boxes of
cigars, which he wanted insured. Thers
were 100 cigars in each box, making 10,
000 in all, and were valued at ten cents
each, so I insured the lot for $1.000.
A few days ago the man came to me
and asked for the insurence .money.
‘You’ve bad no fire at your house,’ I re-
plied. ‘No, but I've smoked them,”
said he, ‘and according to the paper I
&m entitled to the money, as it says dis-

tinetly that if the goods are consumed |-

by fire money is paid on application.”
As far as technjcalilies were concerned
he was all righ¢, but I knocked him cold
about a minute later by saying in &
very stern manner: ‘All right, sir;
you'll get the money; but, according to
your own confession, I will proceed at
once to make a charge against you for
incendiarism.” ‘Well, I'll be hanged!’
was all he said, and the room shook vio-
lently after he banged the door.”

BULLET COVERs, % °
Process by Which Lead Balls Are
Steel-Coated.

The djscovery of a secret solution by
which leaden bullets may be coated so
88 to render them superior to steel-
cused bullets is announced by Charleis
W. Bales, a chemist, and Edward Berry,
b strveyor, of Springfield, IiL., says the
New York Sun. The ordinary leaden bul-
lets, when used in the Krag-Jorgensen
rifle, have been found to be too soft, and
the lead has clung to the barrel of the
rifle until the barrel was finally
clogged, and the steel cartridges, which
‘have succeeded the lead ones, have even-
tually torn the barrel—faults not found
in the new article. In pursuing their
experiments these inventors, it appears,
succeeded in procuring spome of the
smokeless powder used by the govern«
ment in the Krag-Jorgensen rifles, mak-
ing numerous tests with their cart-
ridges, and with results showing the
remarkable .efficiency of the new and
secret preparation. Thus, at a distance.
ot 30 yards they bored a hole through
an ax blade and also through a' flat-
iron. In the latter case the bullet

lodged in o tree, entering a distance of
aix inches. :

The World’s Telegraph Lihes. .
The actual growth of the telegraph
lines of the world is 7,900,000 kflometers
~not including nearly 300,000 kilome-
ters of submarine cable. This total is
divided as follows: America, 4,050,000
kilometers; Europe, 2,840,000; Asia, 500,-
000; Australia, 350,000; Africa, 160,000,
The eutire length of all these wires
Joined together would permit of the
establishment of 20 lines of telegraph,
between the earth and the moon.
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Vesuvias’ Lava.,

" “T{ 18 computed that all the houses in | U

: Remtareyidg. 2 op | and butter 750 loaves of bread an hour,
, ’ It in estimated that in 12 miberi The batter. is apread very thin by a | London apd New York could be built of
t of every 100 one of the paities bag | cylindrical brush—eo thin that s large = the lava thrown out by Vesuvius since
married before. o saving of butter fa guaraoteed. the first recorded eruption in A.D. 9.
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