(2145 )

VIIL. A Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, F. R. S.
concerning a Roman Infeription lately found at
York, &ec.

@ HE Romar Monument lately difcovered at York
 ( which you defire an account of ) was found. in
digging a Celiar in Cowing-fireet, not far from the Roman
Wall and Multangular Tower, that Dr Liffer has given {o
curious and partieular a Deftription of. This Monument,
Dedicated to the Genins, or Tutelar Deity of the Place,
13 not of that courfe Rag, that the generality of the Roman
Monuments are, but of the finer Gritt, like the Altar at

the Lord Fairfax’s Houfe in Tork : ’Tis 21 iuches long,pnil. ven.
and 11 broad, and isinfcribed GENIO LOCI FE- Mol

LICITER. There wasa larger Stone found with it,
but without any Infcription 3 nor is there upon ecither of
them the reprefentation of a Serpent, or a young Vifage,
by both which the Ancients fometimes defcribed thefe
Dij Topici 5 if the Name had been added, it would have
gratified the Curiofity of the Neoterie Antigftaries; but
they muft yet acquiefce ( for cught I know ) in the old
D VI, whois{aid to be the Tutelar Deity of the City of
the Brigantes; from which Diw, as the Britains call'd him,
Dewsbury, or Duisburg in this Neighbourhood, feems to
have receiv’d its name ;3 a place now chiefly noted for a
fort of courfe Cloath there made, and thence cailed Dube-
rians; The Monument is of this form.
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The Author of this Votize Monument feems to have
had the fzme Superftitiovs Veneration for. the Genius of
York, as thofc at Rowe had for theirs, whofe Name they
were prohibited to utter, or enquire after; hence it is upon

their Coins the Name of this Deity is never exprefled,

but in a more general manner by Gerins P. R. or Pop.
Rom. Such a onc I have of Confluntins, minted at Londorn,
as appears by the Exurg L O N. under the Effigies of that
Deity, with a Pafere in the Right Hand, and Cormucopia
in the Left, infcribed GENIO POPULI ROMANL
I rather inftance in that of this Emperor (the Father of
Conflantine the Great) becaufe he made York his Imperial
Scat, and was here Deifyed ; the Medal of whofe Apo-
theofrs T alfo have, minted at the fame place and infcribed
MEMORIA FELIX. which I mention (tho no-
thing relating to the Genius) becaufe of the expreflion
of a noted Antiquary, “ That Rome in the height of its
“ greatnefs, had not a more glorious and gallant fhow
€ to exhibit, than what this poor piece of Copper would
“ expre(s. As the Gemins of the City of Rome was ex-
prefled by G.P.R. f{othat of the Commommwealth, in a
moft fordid Flattery, by that of tlie Emperor, who they
pretended to be their Happy Gemiws. I have one even

of Nero, and not only after his Quinguennium, but the
year
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year after he had laic moft of the Cily in Afhes, yet

by the expies crder of the Senate, infcribed GENTO

AUGUST LS C Scme oi the Fathers have there-

fore jultly reprozch’d the Remans, for paying a greater

Venerawion to the Genis: of their Emperors, than to

Fupiter their fuprram God. This -Cuftom eof Deifying

the Genii, and that of affigning Gods for defence of

particular Cities, is very ancient, as appears by what the

Prophet Jeremiab faith of revolting  Fudah, According to7er, 2. 25.

the numsber of thy Gities are thy Gods'y after the manner™ '™

ef the Heathen, who, according to Varre, had' above

* thirty thoufand 5 and yet notwithftanding this prodigi;*",ﬂel'{sf;fvgi?s*

ous number, it is evident from- their Medals, that fe. S imloe

veral Cities were fometimes afligned to the fame Tutelar

Deity 5 thus the Greeks (from whoin the Rowans receiv'd

this and {everal other of their Superftitions) committed both

Magnefie and Swmyrna to the proteCtion of Cybele. Me-

dals of the former are more common, of the latter more

rare. His Excellency Baron Spankeim has writ a* mofk

Learned Difcourfe upon them, which makes me more to

value one in my poor Mufenw:, which has the Effigies

of that Mbther of the Gods with her Towered Head,

and CMYP N A; upen the Reverfe is a Lyon Paffant

with CMYPNATIaoN. I have alfo a large cuorious

Medal of Fulims Philippus, that would tempt us to believe

that Antioch alfo was devoted to the fame Cybele, for it

has round her Head with the Turreted Crown AN T1 O-

KEaeN MHTPOK O aaN- with a (or rather &) E

and S C on each fide the Head. I muft own my felf

fomewhat at a lofs: about the latter word, except the

Greek and Romar Tongues began then to admit of a fort

of Mongril Mixture, {fo that from MHT EP and Colo-

ans, might procced MHTPOK O A &N o N, and fo the

Antiochians have the Title of the Men of the Mother.
Colony,
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Colony, the A E which are Greek, the S Cin Latiz Cha-
racters, the former fignifying Luffrum Quintnn, <he o-
ther Sematus Confulto, feem to countenance this Conjecture,
the Roman S being different from that mesarmnmoc
and C E B«s'@ uapon the fame Coin.

This Curiofity of the City of Antioch is not {o valua-
ble as it was the Metropolis of all Syre, and highly ap-
plauded by Ammianus Murcellinys (who lived within a
a hundred years of this time, as it is becaufc here the
name of Chriffians was firft waken up, cnd that St Paxl
both preached and kept a Synod here. as Exfebins tells
us, and fo another I have of Awtoninus Pius, infcribed
BEPOIAIg N, which is more valuable inmy Fancy for
that paflage A%s XVIL 2. than if it could be certainly
afcribed to the noblefk of the four Cirics that bore the
fame Name.

IX. Joh.



