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1 Ohfervazions madein the land of Ccilan, by My

Swachan onthe ways of carching Fow! and Deer,

1 %4

¢f Serpents,of the antbear and 0! Cinamor.

7% He way they catch Water-F ewls-is this, in Loughs
i_ and Waters whichare not very deep, the Fowler
puts an Larthen Pot upon his Head, in which Pot are
bored holes, through which he may fee, then he wadeth
in the Water, nothing being feen but the Pot which co-
vereth his Head, and thus enters in the midft of all the
Fowls, they thinking it to be a Block or the like driving,
do not take notice of it, although it be upon their fide s
then ha takes hold of one by his Foot, and draws Lim un-
der Water, and wrings his Neck about 5 the reft:of the
Fowls not pereciving thisfic {ull, then he goesto the next
Fowl and does the fame 3 and fo going forth he catches
as many as he pieafes.

Thofe that have Guns, make a Frame, which they co-
ver with green Branches, which are {o broad as to cover
their whole Body. They ftand behind ic: then carry-
ing the Frame before him, the Bird or Deer feeing” no-
thing but the green Branches is not affrighted, and thus
the Hunter being advanced near enough, gives fire.

It is wonderiul to confider, how fome Bealts are affright-
ed by Firc, as Lyons, Tygers, Wild Swiac,and other Eealts 4
and as the Ceilancfes chafe the Elcphants, Wild Swinc
and Tygers from their Plantations by Fire, and the Na
tives al tiie Cope of Good Hope chafe the Lyons from their
Cattci 3 {o alfos do the Ceilanefes carch Harts, D:ers, Elks,
and Hares, which they perform in this manner. Ta time
of the .ight two Men go into the Wood, one of thefe
rakes an Farcacn Veflel upon his Head, whercin is Fire
burning, @..de of Sticksand a kind of Refine, and in one
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hand he carries a Staff, whercon are fuftned 8 Bells,

which the more harmomous they are, {o much the be ttcr
the cther Man goes behind with a Spear in his hand

whenever the Deer perceiveth the Light and hears the
Bells, he draws ncar to it, ftanding and bcholding it as
am 1z<.d for he fces not the Men ; 5 1n the mean time the
Man with the Spear pierceth his Body, and catches him,
Now Elephaats, Tygers,Scrpentsand Wild Swine run when
they {ce the Fire, {o that the Hunters need not fear them.

There are two forts of $- rpents that Capt.dCrox doss not
mention, which are thouwuf not to be venemous, and a
Ceilunefe will not kill the firft s of a Biuih colour and
comes frequently nto Houfts, and fearches for Rats on-
ly, and cats them 5 he Cn.':ps 1to their Nefts, and makes
a deftrodtion smong them 5 he is of the thicknefs of an
inch and a half diameter,. and about two yards and'a half
long.

The other is-green like a Leaf of a Tree, who winds
himfelf, and climbs upon the Trees; and catchcs the Birds,
lying ftill al I the time asif he had no motion, until he
fees a fit Opportunity to catch.  He is about onc half inch
diameter, and a yard long,.

The legoz will lye as if he were dead befide thefe lie-
tle Nefts wirich-are built by thefe Auts called Waia, let-
ting his Tongue ftick out as far as he can; theflc Ants wil!
immediately fix themfelves in great num’mrs round about
and upon his Tongue, to catry: away the {lime* which
is upori the ‘Tongue, thus he draws in his Tongue and
fwallows them, and then he (boots forth his Tongue a-
gain, and continucs fo to do until he has fatisficd his
hunger.

If a Man be lying or{lzeping an Elephant will not mind
him. A Company of Dutch Souldicrs marching trom Colunr-
bo to Gurbewil,one of them did {iay behind to reft himfelf,
and did flamber upon the way fide. An L'Lphmzcc -
ing out of the Woods, went { within two paces of ki
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but when he was pafied by about 7 or 8 paces, the ‘Soul-
dier did awake and fee the Elephant, and not thinking it
fafc to run, becaufe the Elephant did not mind him, lay
{till untit he perceived the Elephant to be gone.

There arztwo {orts of Cinnamon-Trees,ot which theT ree
which is eiteemed the beft hasa Leat much larger and
thicker then the other, but etherwife no diffcrence is per-
ceived. If thefe Leaves, as well-one fort as the other, be
diftilled, they yield an Oyl and Water, as if Cloves
had been-in the Still.

Upon the Root of this Treeis a thick Bark, whicly,
when it is diftilled,as the former, yields Oyl and Camphire
alfo 5 which is feparated by covering the Receiver with
a Linnen-Cloath, and the Camphire will remain in the
Cloath in a lump together, and the Oyl and Water will
run into the Receiver. This Camphire has the fame co-
lour, the fame difcuffing, diflolving and healing Balfa-
mick quality of the*Camphire of Japan ; the Oyl'is of the
fame vertue 5 anointed upon Scabs, Itch and Excoriations,
it-cures them in a fhart time.

To drink the Water among common Watcr cures Fluxes,
and does good to thofe who are under that languifhing
Difeafe called by the:Hollanders the Lands Difeafe, and by
the €eilanefe, Pipa s -of which we fhall ‘make mention at
large in its proper place.

I never did {ee the Natives make ufe of Cinnamon, al-
though they f{carcely have a meal without Pepper: neither
is it.ufed by the Europeans either in Meat, or diftilled a-
mong the Raek, or infufed in Drink, for itis thought that
it occafions fhortnefs of Breath 5 but-this I have no expe-
rience of ; whither this be the caufe of it, or whither the-
Ceslanefes are fearful to bring it to particular men, feeing
the Hollanders have fevere Laws againft the {elling of it,
I.cannot tell.
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