THE SMALLPOX ROOK. ©

A Relto of the Days When Incenlatidhh 1

Was Practiced in the Nutmeg Stath,
u‘ party of bicyclists from this place,
er the leadership of Charles T. Hunf-

er, while making a run to Hartford
through Farmington this week, un-

earthed a curiosity in the shape of a |

huge flat rock or ledge in the woods,
covered with names, ages and dates.
None of the dates was later than 1794
The rock is part of the trap formatien
‘which crops out of the little mountain
to the southeast of Farmington, on the

©old road runsing te New Britain. Upon-

returning Mr. Hunter made inquiries
'and obtained from an old resident of
‘Bouthington what is probably the story
©of the rock. :

¢ Itappearsfromthe Southington man’s
‘story that a smallpox inoculation hos-
pital, owned jointly by the adjoining
'towns of Bouthington and Farmington,
#8tood in the wildernees near the sculp-
tured rock for three years after 1792
“The rock was the meeting place for the

[hospitsel attendants and the messengers.

from the two towns. At that time and
'for years after, until it was forgotten,
‘the lodge was known as the smalilpox
ihospital rock.

Smallpox was held in dread by the
‘old residents of Connecticut, and un-

il Jenner's discovery of vaccination'

‘came into general use inoculation w

mectlced. - Hundreds of people were
inoculated at Southington-Farmington
dospital and the names carved on thé

sculptured rock are those of some of:

‘them. There are thought to be hun-
Wdreds of these inscriptions, as the sur
{face of the rock has been uncovered
'for a small area only. The dates run
from 1702 to 1794. A bit of an old Farm-
linton letter found by Mr. Hunter throws
iturther light on the old pesthouse times.-
‘It says under date of 1794:

“The young girle here are all in the
pesthouse. I have been up to see them.
“They 4re as thick as toads after rain.
Nancy Hooker and Fanny Cowles haye
'it the hardest, but they will do well, 1
‘believe.” ) :

A story s told of a bride from New
'‘Britain, who was sent during her honey-
'moon to this old pesthouse to have
smallpox “according to orders.” S8he
'was Mary, the daughter of Col. Gad
Btanley, a so]dier of the revolution, and
had just been married to Oliver Dewey.
The young eouple had planned a wed-
ding trip te North Carolins, which waa.
‘s long journey for those days. It oc-
curred to the bride's father that she
might be exposed to the smallpox while
traveling, and he insisted upon her go-
Jng to the pesthouse on the mountain
1o take the discase in its mildest form.
The bride wept and entreated not to
be separated from her husband, and
ithe latter expostulated, but to no avail.
;%: old soldier was determined. To'
the pesthouse she went and after a
'stay of several weeks passed through
) disease in safety. Then she went
on her wedding journey.—N. Y. Sun.
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CLEANING THE TREASURY.-
r\Vork Is Done Daily by a Small Army

of Charwomen. 1

. There are something like 11, miles
of corridors in the great treasury build-
ing at Washington, with hundreds upon
hundreds of rooms, large and small.
It requires a small army to keep these
corridors and rooms clean and in or-:
der. Floors 'must be serubbed, carpets
swept, baseboards and windows cleaned
and the debris of a busy day remeved.
‘This work is done by women, who re-
ceive a compensation of $20 a month.
The duties are laborious, back-break-
ing, jeintcracking and conducive to
theumatism, yet there is actually as
keen and spirited demand for places on
the charwomen list by people in that
class as there is for clerical positions by
people of another class.

It is an interesting sight to watch
these acores of charwomen when they
report for duty in the afternoon, just
before the close of offiee hours. Ac-
commedations are provided for them
upon & long line of wooden benches
in the basement of the building. They
gather half an hour before the re-
quired time, and flnd opportunity
thereby for gossip. At least that is
supposed to be the reason why they
ocome before their time. Their case is
unique in this respect. They are the
only employes of the government in
Washington who are anxious to get to
their offices before the time for go-
ing to work. Their labors-are finished
in two or three hours.

The greater number of these women
are past middle life, most of them are
{fat and the majority have an aecent.
‘The little stipend of $20 a month is
the prinecipal support of a family in
many cases, and when the poor crea«
tures are discharged it means a great
deal to them. It is often said that it
is harder for an official to discharge a
charwoman than to dispense with the
services of a $1,200 clerk, for in the
one case, while he has to stand off a
congressman or a politician, in the oth-
er he has to meet the weeping and wail-
ing of & poverty-stricken woman, who
possesses a wealth of tear-bedewed
pleadings that would move a heart of
stone to pity.—N. Y. Press.

Paving Stomes of Grass. i

Paving blocks made of meadow griia
are now manufactured. Their inventor
was & clergyman, and the meadow
grass, impregnated with oil, tar and
resin, is pressed into blocks and finally
ibound with iron straps. The adven-
tages <laimed for these blocks are that
they are nbiseless and elastic, resist the
wear well and are impervious to heat
and cald—Chieago Chronicle.

. No Danger. sl
' Mrs. Grady (who hates to say sity-
thing, but-—)—Mrs. Kelly, the way your
daughters bang thot pianney av yours
frum morning till night is something
puirageous! R .
Mrs. Kelly—Resht aisy, Mrs. Grady)
—reabtaisy! Ut’sanold wan,and the
<an't har-r-rt it anny!—Puck, l

—Every girl knowse at least a score
of mep, either of whom she could have
wmarried—bad she been asked~—Chica-
go Newn.

N S ———

"1 kv Lonesomenvher. © &

L& inas & Train Just to Have

Not leng ago a new stationagent was
appointed at one of the small suburban
towus. Thesaid town has tolerably fair

stwest tar acdmmodations. Hendetbe-

iocal tnmc: the -{um.dq;c:pt ;t?;

except upon signsl. This sgent, who,
t very bright, watdmlly. instructed

x': his duties and giymm $0-nndérstand

that whenever he had a passenger he.

was to flag the train.

He attended to the duties of his office

in a proper way, but he seemed to have
an impression that everything was not
right, inasmuch as he was doing no pas-
senger business for the road. He had
been in office three days and not a pas-
senger showed up to gladden his weary
heart.

On the evening of the third day he
came to. the conclusion that something
must be done to make his job seeure.

In his opinion, it would not do to have

trains whistling by and he standing all
the day idle. . He would break the
monotony of the gituation at all costs.
As a local drew near, about the hour
of dusk, he took his position on the plat-
form with a red lamtern in his hand
-He waved it vigorously, and the train
came to a standstill. The conductor

alighted and looked up and down the
- platform, but no passenger was jn sight.

There was no ope but the agent, and
he looked supremely happy, as the pas-
senger train had stopped.

“Where's your passengera?”’ asked
the conductor.

‘“There ain’t none,” said the agent.

“What did you signal for?”

“I just thought maybe you had some
one to get off. Anyhow, it’s so dern
lonesome here that if this corporation
don’t atop all trains at this station reg-
ularly I'm goin’ to throw up the job.

T'd sooner be in a lighthouse. That

would be lively. Ye kin go on now.”—

€lincinnati Commercial-Tribune.

e .AND SHE NEVER KNEW.;H;

‘A Horrid Man Wanted the Girli te
Tell Her. :

There had been several good speakers
befere Miss Susan Bloomfield: pulled
down her vest, ran a finger around the
edge of her collar and advanced to the
cdge of the platform. Bhe was a large
woman, with moles upon her chin and
cheeka and a complexion like a piece of
brealdfast bacon; But she had a convine-
fog way of shaking the index f#inger
of herright hand, and she was frequent-
ly applauded by her enthusiastic sjg
ters.

After she had dwelt at length upon
the injustice of depriving women of the
privilege of suffrage and had held man
Wp as &n inferior animal, whose speedy
extermination was gll that could pos-
Bibly gave the world from going to de-
sitdction, she exclaimeds

“And now they want to tell us whgt
ﬁ: musi wear! (Laughter.) 'fhey seek

Weasure our gkirts 20r us and to die-
tate the style of our sleeves! (Groans.)

Shall we submit tamely to this oppres- |

sion? (Cries of “No, no!”) Sball we

~permit these bipeds, who, according to

one of their own number, have de-
scended from monkeys (hilarious
shouts) to foist their ideas of beauty
upon us? And this bringe me to the
main point of my argument. What
makes woman beautiful? That is the
question—what makes her lovely?
What—" | -

But at this point a meek-looking man
who had been listening quietly to the
roasting of his brothers aross and said:

“Girls, if any of you know, don’t keep
it back. Tell her. Don’tlether goaway
from here without knowing, if you can
help it.”

He then grabbed his bat and ran, and
the meeting broke up in wild confusion,
—Cleveland Leader.

&

wwr .« Tm Rifok and White, <)

* Black and white combinations are
immensely fashionable, and all black
toileta have a distinction that makes the
fact that they are smart more than ever

acceptable. Onpe that I remember asbe-

Ing worn one afterncon on the golf
links was of black crepe de chine, the
whole gown covered with broad bands
of rich black guipure lace, set in both
directions, leaving, in this way, but
swoall squares of the original crepe
foundation. The dblack lace was en-
hanced by wonderfully interwoven
threads of silver, the underskirt being
of black crepe on a soft silk foundation,
60 that the frock was mysteriously

cringing and noiseless, The gkirt " Mutts come in the exa ted ‘slies

trafted: abit over the grass, and the
pouchy bodice was brightened by a
slender vest of heavy silver and jet em-
broidery on white satin, a black lisse
bow flaring out under the chin, and
guipure epatlets broadening the shoul-
ders, which, with the arms, were loosely
defined by the smooth sleeves of unlined
black lace, silver émbroidered. A bit of

black satin encircled the waist, and a

hat of black satin straw was heavy with
drooping black plumes.—8t. Louis Re-
public.
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ooy Btuffed Tommtees.:' i« '
Stuffed tomatoes are excellent: Se-
lectasmanylarge, firm, ripe tomatoesas
there are persons to be served, and cut
them' ip haives. Heat alittle butter in
A porcelain-line saucepen and lay the
tomratoes in it with the flesh side down.
Let them fry two or three minutes.
Make a stuffing of one small shallot,
chopped fine (s small white onion will
do); oné clove of garlic—no more—also
minced; the yolks of two hard-boijed
eges, a| tablespoonful of equal pgris
of chopped chivea, parsley and two salt
anchovies, freshened and chopped fine.
Mix 4l these ingredienta thoroughly to-
gether, atirring §n a tableapoonful of
butter; spasan with a little pepper and
salt if necessary. Lay the halves of
fried tomato on & buttered $in, flesh or
tooked side up, and cover each one of
them ‘with one-sixth of the amount of
stufing prepared.. Dredge a few fine
bread cenmhs and sprinkle a few drops

bf melted butteraver each, and put them

in a hot oven to bake ten or fifteen min-
utes.  Place them on a dry, hot platter
‘ol serve—N. Y. Tribune,

;

J~; IN CAP AND BELLS "~ ’
Withent Tack the Humorous Wosan
Makes More Enemies Than Friends.

The funny woman per se is a peati-
lence in the land. Carelessly and
roguishly she seeks only to make ‘the

.world laugh, sends her merry shot and

shells here and there, and takes nonote
thzhp wounded in the fleld. It is ahe
who holdsp up our weaknesses to ridi-
onle; peveals our secret ambitions, and
.mpkes puns upon our most sdlemn ob-
servationa’ * .

Now, as blessed as humor is and as
‘healthy-as laughter is, there are some
things in the universe which are not
funny. But it seems that there is noth-

ing good enough or sacred enough to | PO,

escape the confirmed joker. Oftem it
iz & mere flippancy wearing the genlal
guise of true humor, and for the accom-
plishment of & pitiful pun the highest
and purest themes are dragged down
and “turned tolaughter and contempt.”

The funny woman, in spite of her
brilliant conversational qualities, ia
rarely & social success. Unbridled wit
and tact are inimical. The wag who is
bursting with a mot will hardly ever
repress it just to preserve harmony.
Now, when one wanta a dinner pgrty to
go off pleasantly and smoothly one does
not feel safe in inviting a guest who
may, in a moment of exuberant fun,
create one of those “awful pauses” so
dreaded in society, or innocently en-
rage some eminent personage by a tell-
ing “home shot.” Genius for humor is
like any other sort of genius—you must
take it as you find it, and it is a very dif-
cult thing toconfine in a straight jacket
of conventionality.

The funny woman is not usually a
winger in the game of hearts, though
she may succeed in affording her men
friends excellent entertainment. The
ideal girl—that paragon of man’s fancy

.—is not usually she who is prone to
puns and who is likely to find & funny
spot in the most sentimental situation.
Men may admire quickness of witin the
abstract, but they are not so apt to fall
in love with & girl who is slways mak-
ing “smart speeches.” They are as.
disagreeably startled by sharp wit on
the lips of a pretty girl as though they
hud found pepper in their ice cream.

Dear; funny woman, we would not
Isugh always, nar live perpetually ina
shower of mental fireworks. Ever and
again we pine to commune with the
ecarnest, grave and jokeless friend with
whom we may discuss some profound
and solemn theme without being met
by a fusillade of feeble puns and witti-
cisms. We know you are very funny,
but one’s face aches with continual
smiling, and an exclusively funny diet
is about as sustaining as a ration of
mere pepper and salt. Truly thereisa
time to laugh, but it iz not all the time.

—Carrie E. Garrett, in Woman's Home
Companion.

ADVANTAGES OF BARE FEET.

Are the Children of the Time “Dressed
. to Death?t”

Visitors to 8cotland used to be hor-
rified on seeing 80 many children run-
ning about barefooted. Bare feet are
less common now than they were «°
generation ago, and perhaps the
change, while showing a growing pros-
perity in the nation, is not altogether
to be recommended. - Children’s feet
grow sotfast that to keep them always
properly shod ia a matter that requires
considerable care and some expendi
ture. It matters very little to a ehild’s
future well-being that at some period
of its childhood the sleeves of a jacket
have been too short or the skirt of &
frock too scant; but the compression
of feet in boots too tight, or, even
worse, toa short, may be a cause of tor-
ment in future years. Infinitely bet-
ter are bare feet than clumsy, heavy, ill-
shapen boots. In the winter the feet
may indeed want some protection from
cold and wet, but during a great part
of the year children may eafely and
healthfully go barefooted.

Some mothers, by no means of the
poorest class, are aonvinced that the
comfort and symmetry of the feet in
maturer years are largely to be gained
by giving them freedom during the
time of growth. At a very fashionable
marriage some time ago a child brides-
maid was seen silk-robed, but shoe-
less. o

‘And if shoes are undesirable, how
much more 8o are gloves? Except the
thick woolen ones for winter warmth,
gloves should be banished from o
child’s wardrobe.—Pall Mall Gagette.

e e enepe.

The Coming Maf. 4

this year, but theé most popular muft
will be of medium size. It will have
plenty of room for the hande, and room
for a circulation of air, but it is not gi-
gantic. Very large muffs require a cer-
tain style in the woman and the gowns
to which they form an accompaniment,
or they are huge, ugly monstrositites,
Many muffs in fancy shapes will be
used. They require good clothes to
carry them off; they are not pretty with
plain gowns, for plain use. The green
velvet wrap previously mentioned, had,
in addition to the hat, a pretty little

fancy muff of the velvet to go with it,
—N. Y. Times. )

i
., Am Ortemtal Table Cleth. - .

« Tut & 36-inch square from am old-

fashioned broche shaw!, The wrong
side of the shaw} will be the right side
of your table cover. Line the aguare
with cashmere and crochet around the
edge a chain consisting of four aingle
trochet, thread over and fasten, then
four more saingles. Repeat entirely
around the square, and into each di-
visjon of this heading tie eight strands,
each 13 inches long, of the “waste em-
broidery silk” which is so extensively
advertised, and which generally comes
inyard lengths. When all the fringe is
tied in, knot it once and trim the ends
tvery little to make them even.—Ladies’
Worla. - - :

—Thecourt of appeals of New York
has beld that it was no ground for a
aew trial because the jury in a murder
ocase attended shurch on Sunday in cus-
tody of the sheriff gnd heard a sermon
on the prevslence of crime

>
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