Csss]

A Letter from Mr. Thomas Machel of Kirkbythore
in Wettmorland #0 Sr. W.D. March 25, 1684.
concerning fome Antiquities found there.

Our love to #ntiquity, and my Obligations to you are
fuch, that I cannot omit to give you an Account of a
ftrange well, difcovercd here about a week fince by the foor of
an Horfe, which ftumbled upon it ; and thercfore may be cal-
led the Fountain Hypecrene,

"Tisin the Street of Kirklythore by the Bridge-end, on the
North fide of the River Tron-Beeck, the Antient Boundary
‘twixt the Lordthip of Crackmmihorp (my Brothers Eftate) and
this of Kirksythore | and is about ten yards diftant from i,
in the common Road ; and as many yards diftant from the
great Roman Caunfey, which lcads to Caride, and goes betwixt it,
and a place called the Barwens, being part of the Rames of
Whelp-Caftle, on the Tlalt fide of it : And 'tis very ftrange that
a well fhould be digged fo near to the River, unlefs perhaps
the Caitle-walls have gone betwixt them, and the way run
through it 5 as at Maidn-Cafile, on the top of Stancmre.

It hath been covered with a Plank of wood about nine inch-
cs thick, in the fathion of a Forlid : but decayed and macerated
to the colour and confiftance of a Pear or Turfe 5 infomuch,
that I could hardly conjeéture what wood it was made of; but
1 fuppofc Oak:. And abox ¢ this was gravel and pavement about
a yard thick,which (bcing tendered by the late great Frost and
fweilling of the Spring) cafily gave way to the Herfes foot.

Initcad of #alls, were two large wooden Veffels, one upon a-
nother,like Hogfheads, or Wine-pipe , with Bung-holes in them, a-
bout three inches Liameter : and the plowings for the heads
werce fairto be feen. They were made of rirr (whencefoe-
ver they came ) above an inch thick s cach of them in
depth, by a Perpendicular, 6 foot at the lcaft | at the Head:, in
circumference no lefs then 8 foot, being in Diawmeter 2 foot
and 8 inches : and in the middle 1o foot and 4 inches, being
in Diemerer no lefs then 3 foot g inches and i, The wood was
found, but withal very fpongy by reafon of the water.

At the bottom about 5 y« s deep, were 4 Planksof wood
laid quadranguler wife, fupported with a ftone at every Cor-
ner, to ‘bear up the Fabrie, and let in water through the
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gravel and fand, which lay loofe in the bottom about a yard
deeper,as was tryed by a Spit,and thefe alfo found (though the
Cover was rotten} becaufc not fomuch expofed to the Air,

The men that fcearched it, having my permiflion, (for it
licson my fideof the high way) flattered themfclves with great
hopces of fome Treafure, when they faw the appearance of a
Hoglhead fet on end : and their expedtation was therefore the
ftronger, becaufe they could not poflibly imagine that a ivel/
fhould be placed in an open Streer, in a publick high way, and fo
near to the River : but they only found Fabritian Plate ; old
carthen-Vefiels, with pieces of Urnes, one picce of a drinking Glaf,
and feveral Sandals, which may ferve to befpeak the Artigui-
ty of it, for {urc ’tis long fince any Sandals were worn in this
Countr),

The earthern-Vefels were of very fine Metal (if 1 may fo
call it) of a Brick liks colour,and in feveral Forms; But the moft
(and moft remarkable) were,like a Bafon or Poffer-Cup the Bowl,
Jemiglbular 5 the foot, a Ring : fome were in Diamerer about §
inches, and in depth on the infide,more then 3 %, fome more,
fome lefs, as appearced by the iragments which came to my
hand. ‘They were (for the moft part) very finely imbofled,
but three more efpecially, vz, 1. One with a Vine brarch, ha-
ving a Figure in every turning, and in the firft place a naked
Man {tanding alonc upon his left foot, the other leg crofs,
and holding his left hand down towards his back, his right
towards his belly, with a branch of Laxre of 3 fprigs in it,
one of which turns up to his face-wards over the crooke or
bending of his «7m ; ‘and at his feet 1s a Branch of Lawrel and
a Bloffors or Flower - In the next is a Vine-leaf, 2 Blofloms at the
bottom ; and at the top 2 Feacocks regardant @ In the nextis
Vidory (as 1 take it) viz, an Angel or Gemus holding in its right
hand (the Arm ftretched out, and the face looiing towards
the Man) a Garland of Lawrl; in the left, a Sprie of the fame;
and two {prigs likewife are at the foot with Flowers or Bloffom:,
and one Flower in the middle betwixt the Garland and one of
thofe S;rige., In the next isa ¥Yme-laf the fame as before,
m the next s Vectory, and fo by turns, till it ends with a Vize-
leaf next the Man,  And upon it arc alfo fome Geth like Chara-
iers of the lefler fort, but dim and obfcure. Another of
thefe Pers is adorned with Cwreles and Semicircles | in one of
thefe Circles is the Figurc of a Man, fittingon a Plizth or {quarc

{tonc; in all the reft are fluttering Gezir, In fome of the
Semng-
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Semicircles are Lions and Goats (or fome fuch like Creatures) here
one, there another s all fingle and current: and near the
bottom, arc Stags in Courfe and Gray bhamnds purfuing, with an
Inferiptron (i a Goth like Character of the greater fort) which
fee Pig, 4. This may be Zanlmi. An Infcription with the like
Characters, is to be feen at Borrowbrige and publifht by Dr.
Lister, And they have been careful in preferving thefe ; for
i and tome other, having been broke, are crammed (or
rather foldered) with lead.

. The third fort, is yet far more beautiful then any of the
veft, being adorned with Gray-beurds very well moulded, and
in full purfuite of Stags and’ Himde, and the #ild Boar 5 upon
which Idifcovered the fame Inferipiion, asin the other.  And
tho I am not fo vain, as to fay thisrelates to our Cuats of rms,
yet having fo near an Afzuy with it, both in Creaft and
Charge s (. the Srags head, b. 3. Gray beunds current. e, he
Castle) and being found at the place which we came from (as
is faid and belicved) I cannot but take fome notice of it ;
and have fent you a picce to look upon, which will (without
doubt) give you more fatisfaction hoth for the matter and
colourof 1t, then any Deferiprion in writing can do. But I de-
firc you to return it again.

There were feveral other broken Tnferiptiens; and onc above
the relt upon the botrom of a planc Difb or Platrer (on the miide
of it) writ in this manner, Fig. s. But whether it {tands for
¥ ofpatian Imperator Or Domitians OF ncither of them,I cannot tell.

As to the Glf, there was but a very fmall fragment of it,
I can fcarce guels the Fizure, but 1 think it a flutc Glaff made
like a Zimnel or Strre inverfed. But this is remarkable, that
it hath been as thick as a Barly Corn,

The Urzswere of a leaden “colour inclining to black ; one
had been large, 2 inches thick in the fide of the Por, but how
big I know not, for there was a fherd only brought to me like
half of a Skeweld : 1 have now the top alfo, being in Diometer
from outfide to outfide 7inches, of which the kol is 2 inches
and che Mouth 3 inches. The Neck yetftreighter, and only
thick there, one thrd of an inch. The Fuewre of which you
have. And many fuch are found at this 7ow», fome of which
have Ears or Handles as thick asmy Arm-wrilt, and their 7 eads
and Mourhs much of this bignefs, but thicker and {tronger,
fuch as that I'ig. 6. into which I could not thruft in my hand.
But theother was almolt intire and whole, tho a very fmall
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onc; in depth or height 8 finches, the Diameter of it 6} inches
which is in Corcomfcrence 143 wide; in the Mouth almoft 3%
in the Neck fomewhat more then 25; by the Diamerer :
the bottom well nigh as big as the top, excepting the Ring;
and the Body in thicknefs the fifth part of aninch: but thicl%a
cr fomcwhat at the top and the botrom,

But the <andals were moft admired by me, becaufe T never
faw any before.  ‘There were fome for Men, {ome for Wemen,
and fome for Children 5 all fhap'd by their feet, fpreading more
to the outfide then to theinfide : and fome were very large
and fome very crooked as this in the Cut. The leather was
frefh of which they were made, butvery tender when it came
to be fpread upon a Laft. = Each confifted of three principal
parts ; an upper leather (or rathe. heel picce with 2 7465 on
cach fide) an inner Soal, long 11} inches, broad 33 *; of 3 or 4
Soals fhitched together with Icathern thongs, and an outer
Soal b of 2, ftuck full of Nails with little round heads (fo de-
cayed and rotten that I could fcarce difcern them to be fron)
plated on the infide : And to the upper leather (3 fold in
the heel piece ©) is fixed betwixt them and fowed with lea-
ther, or rather tacked, which the fros Nails do help to de-
fend. Yet Ithink fome #omens (of the better fort) had no
Nailsatall‘. And of thefe there is onc well worth the 0é-
fervation | of Spanifb-lke leather and curious workmanthip,
being cxactly ftitch’'d down round about the fore picce long
2y inches with a pretty Label 1 of the famce picce, hanging
fromit, for fathion fake furely ; fince 'tis too {lender to be of
any ufe. . As fmallin the ftring as the 15 4. part of an inch.
The Tongue at the end broad halt an inch, Jong onc inch,
betwixt the two flourilhes, which is the length of the
fmmall ftring, 8 parts in 10 of aninch, the two flourifhes take
up the reft». The Figure of which you may fce. - :

When I firft difcovered them, 1 thought peradventure, that
the people here, in former times might have worn fuch
Shees, as they do in Freand, and the High lands of Scotland,
which they call Broagues: and that thefe might be fuch ; but
having thc opportunity of difcourfling an Hs hlander that tra-
velled by, while we were digging : and another Gentleman the
very next day, who had travcllca thofc Countryes 5 1 was fully
fatisficd that they were not Broagues 5 for thofe (they fay) have
butone fingle Soal, and thefc have fix, And {01 leave them
and the whole matter to your Confideration, &-.
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