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VIL. Some Attempts made to prove that He 1bs
of the fame Make or Clals for the general-
lity, bave the like Vertue and Tendency
to work the fame Effelts.In a Difconrfe made
before the Royal Society,by Mr. James Petiver
Apothecary,and Fellow of the faid Society.

1 Y Aving by fome Perfons beenasked what Methed

might be beft propofed towards the difcovering of
the Pertues of Plants, among(t others I thought this
might not prove an altogether unfuccelsful conjecture,
Viz, That Plants of the fame Figure or Likenefs,have
for the generaility much the fame Fertaesand Zfe.
Efpecially if we confider, that the Organs or Stralure
of all Plants of the fame Family or Clafs, muft have
much the fame Peffels and Duélus’s to confummate that
Regular formation, and confequently the Faices Circu-
lated and firained thro’ them cannot be very Hereroge-
seous 3 and thatas for the moft part , the Scenz and 7a#
have great affinity, {o of courfe their Persue likewife
cannot be very diffonant.

1. As for Inftance, the Herbe Umbelifere or Tribe of
wmbelliferons Herbs, Thele the Learned Mr. Ray hath
accurately Treated of in the 9zh. Book of his excel-
lent Eiftory of Plants, pag. 406. and his Synopfis p. 63.
and in his 24. Edition, pag. Yor. as hath Mr. Dale al{o
in his Pharmacologia, pag. 202.

It’s the property of thefe Herbs to have the Pofition
of their Flower-branches to proceed from one Bafis or
Center, which expand themfelves into an Umbel, whofe
Flowers confift of Five irregular or rather unequal, (that
is, differing in thape and bigne(s) pentaperalofe Leaves,
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from whence their Seed are preduced, whichare naked
or double, or by their fplicting fecm (0.

This Gerus 1 - generally cbierve to be endowed with
a Carminative Yait and Smell, are powcrful expellers
of Wind, and are therefore good inall fatulent Di-
feafes, and of great ufe in the Chollick, &e. To luitance
a few for Example,as Anifs, Caraway, Cummin, Angelica,
Smallage, Parfly, Lovege, &c.

Here is to be noted, that the Seed of Umbels are
moft ufed, as io all thofe juft mdutioned, and the Roots
alfo of fome are no lefs prevalent, Viz. the Argelica,
Fennel, Parfly and Smallage.and the Leaves of fome few,
Viz. thefe laft recited. ~

2. Let us now look into another Clafs, 77z, the Plante
Galeate and Verticillate, Rait Hiff. Plant. hib. 11.
pag. 508. Symops. 77.and Ed. 2. 122. The Mediciral
ones of this Tribe arealic Treatedof in Mr. Dales
Manuductio ad materiam Medicam, pag. 23c. Thefe area
Family of Plants which bear their Flowers in Rundels
or Whorles, at more or kfs diftances round the Stalk,
‘whofe Monoperalofe Flowers, if we may fo call them,being
fuch at the bottom, being Zubulofe, contrary to the laft,
and are generally divided into Five uvncqual Segments
as the Umbcls, but with this diftin&ion, that the two
greater petala or Flower leaves in this Tribe are fome-
times above, and other times below ; whereas the o-
thers are conftantly the fame, thatisalways lye inthe
fame place, being expanded on a flat or plain Surface :
The Fliwers ot our Verticillated Plants from the dif-
ferent Pofirion of their Petala, are thevefore diftin-
guifht under the Flore Galeats fen Labiate. The Calyxor
Cafeto the lower, or Tabulofe part of cach Flower ferves
alfo for it’s Seed Vefizl, inthe botroin of Which is con-
tained, in all 1 bave yet obferved, 4 Seeds fet clofe ro-
gether upon a Plain, which Nature lets fall out when
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ripe, the Husk being always open, and commonly di
vided into Five Points, Adequanng the Stgmenisof easl;
Flower.

Now whereas the greatelt Pertue of the Umbellife.
rous Trike, were fpecified tolyeinche Seed, and noxrin
thein the Roots, there are few or nonas | bave vet ob.
ferved in this Genas famous for any cxtr-r;ao-n}i;mffy Fers
tues or Bfie@s in thofe parts, but the Sovereign bal of
theie chiefly coafift in their Leaves and Husks, rather
then the Flowers ; which laft, eipccially all dathors has
hitherto given the prefercnce to; as for Example, in she
Flowers of Rofemary, Lavender and Sage, particularly
the firt, as the only part from which our beft Queen of
Hungary's Water is extralted. I will therefore take this
occalion to give my Reafons, for preferring that part
which by all others has becn hitherto negleGed and
flighted, orif ufed, hasbeen by accident only or cafual
ly by being contiguous to the Flower.

[ would not be thought to propofe this Hypothefis
for Cheapne(s fake, for if my aflertion holds good, as
I doubt not to prove it, I fear they will quickly fell the
Husks as dear as the Flowers, 1f they find a great vend
or a frequent demand for them.

My Reafons for giving the preference to the Husks
of this Tribe, before the Flowers,are, becaule I com-
monly obferve the Calyces arethe chiefeft, if not the
only part on which I find 1t’s Vifcous or Sulphureous Par-
ticles to adhere, this you may very eafily perceive, not
only by it’s much ftronger and penetrating {mell, but
by the Clamminefsof this, far beyond the other parts,
as is very apparent, particularly in the Ausks of Sage
and Clary, aud if with Spirit of Wine you make a Di-
fillation of thefe alene,you will find them much fironger
then from a greater quantity of Flowers only, which
being of finer and more Volatile parts, are only capable
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of retaining what the vicinity of the ftronger and
thicker Texture , which the Calyces are compofed of, and
can without prejudice eafily communicate to them,

Tlook upon the generality of this Tribe,to be a de-
grce Warmer then the laft, and their Heat confequently
toapproach nearcr to the Aromare or Spices,then the Car-
minatives, and the Effelts therefore to.be more pecu-
liarly appropriated to fuch Nervous Difeafes, as are
more inten{e,andthe Tmbellifer« cannot (0 quicklyreach,
Viz Apolexies, Epilepfies, Palfies, &c. in which cafes
our' Lavender, Rofemary,Sage, Stachas,and {ome others,
are Simples which all our antient Phyfitians (in thefe
ftubborn Difeafes) have very much applauded, Yet at
the {ame time we muft notforget the many Celebrated
Effets that are owing to fome others of this Family, as
Mint, Bawm, Pennyroyal, Savory, Time, Hyffop, Marje-
rom, Bafill, Origanum , Dittanny of Creet, Blarum or
common Maftick-time, with Marum Syriacum and fome
other; no lefs. Noble Herbs of this Family, that T have
lately received both from the Eaff and Weft- Indies,
which 1 have alfo Experienc’d infome Calcs with very
good fuceefs,

2. We proceed next to thofe herbs which have a Tetra-
peralsfe Regular Flower,(by Regular | mean,(uch as have
Four equal perala i cach Flower), thefe Mr. Ray
Treats of in his Sixtcenth Bookof his Fiffory of Plants,
and in his Sywepfis Stirpium Brittamnicarum pag. 108,
and in Iis Secosd Edition. p. 164. under the Title of
Herbe Flore Terraperalo uniformi and by Mr. Dale in
his Pharmocalogia, under the fime CharaQer pag. 292.
thefe in Relstion 1o their Sced-Veffels, are fub-diwvided
under vwo Heads. ¥iz. Siliquofa vel Capfulare, being
fuzh asbave ther Sceds <onuainedin long or thort re-
ceptacles as Podds or Cagfules, |
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The known Herbs of this Genui that arc moft com-
monly uwled in Phyfick, are the following, #iz. The
Sinapi, Rophanus, Eruca, Alliaria, Paronychia ot Whiz-
low grafs, Sophia Chyrargorum, Eryfimum, Nafturtivm,
Cochearie utriafg; with tome ciliers.

The moft Eflential Verwue and ufe of the Herbs of
this Clafs | obferve are more particularly in the Leaves
and Seed, and next them the Roots, and if any parts
are flighed, it’s the Flowersand Podds.

The Leaves are more particalarly ufed in the Wa.
ter and Garden Creffes, Sea- and Garden Scarvy grafs,
Eledge-Muflard, Ikeris, or Sciatica Creffes, Lepidium {cu
Piperitis Otlicinarum, Cardamine, Burfa paftoris, e,
To which may be added cur callage, Coleworts, Sa-
voys, Sprouts, &ec. which arcof this Tribe allo; and
tho’ they are of ne great Reputation in Phyfick, yet
for fome Ages paft they have got no fmall eficem in
the Kizchen.

Ochers of this Family that are more pecoliarly c-
minent for the Fertue contained in their Seed, arc the
Common Multard and Rape, the fb/a]pi Diofcoridis ar
Treacle Muftard, the Eruca ov Rocker, and Sephia Chy-
rurgorum or Flixweed, the Sced of which laft [ am
informed, by avery Worthy Member of this Sociery,
hath for {ome Years paflt been ufed by feveral People
in the North of England, for the Stone and Gravel with
with very good fuccefs,  The like hine, if T miftake naor,
Signicr Paul Boccore gives usin his late Jtalian Rock,
Intitled Mufeo di Fifica.

We come gow to the Roeors, Two or Three of which
have gained po fmall repute, as well in Diet as Phy-
fick, Viz, The Radifbes, both Garden and Spanifb,(which
is the large Black-rooted ;) as allo the Wild or Horfe Ra-
difs, and to thefe the round and long Rooted Turnep
muft be.added.

Moft
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Moft of this Tribe ['find, tho they ave bot like the

two Iaft, wiz. ths Umbellifere and Vertioilare, vet
they cxert their power in a much differenr manver, to
wity by a Diuretick volatile Salt, and are found.maft pree
valent aod  effeGual in Chronick Difeafes, as the Scar-
vy, Dropfy, Geat, Jaundice, cad other ill habits of the
Body, where the Blsod is vitiaied, rather init’s Par.
ticles, then irreguiar Motios, carying oft it’s irnpurity
by a Diurctick Dilerafis or ducharge of the offending
Heterogeneos Salis therein concaited, and confequ niiy
hy puarification, dilpofing of it to a better, or more {ane
difpolision,
Waether thef? conjeCtures agred with the opinion of
{ome Praftivioners of Fhyfack, I know not, ber {am
certain the effe@s of many of dwile Herbs, as Water-
Creffes, Gardén and Sca Scarvy grafs, withh Siftard feed,
and Garden and Ho fe Radifh, . .ich are alloftius Fa-
mily, are by moft, if not all Phyfitians, as well Antient
as Mordern, allowed to be caweoruisary Diareticks
and Anti-feorbaticks.

Something more might be {aid on thefe Feads, and
fome other Claffes, which atanutiter twoe [ thall endea-
vour to llluttrate, if what I have bwicalready humbly
offered, may be thought Worthy the acceptance of fo
Zlluftrions and Learned a Society

May 2he 101h,
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