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VI 4n Adeccount of a BOOK. Guilkelmi Muf-
grave Reg. Societ. utriufque Socii, GET 4
BRIT AN NICUS. Accedit Domus Severi-
anz Synopfis Chronologica : &~ de Icuncula quondam
M Regis Alfredi Differtatio. 8vo. Ifcz Dumno-
niorum. MDCCXYV.

HE Author, having fome * Years fince publifh’d

a Comment on Fulius Vitalis his Epitaph, which,
(together with his Monument) is to be feen at Bath;
does now prefent the publick with another Volume of
Belgic Antiquities ; intending hereby, to-illuftrate parc
of a Statue, which was found likewife near that City,
and is at this time immured near the Monument afore-
faid, at the caftern End of the Abby-Church, looking
toward the Grove.

This Fragment of an Equeftrian Statue, is in Baffe Re-
leife: The Rider has in his right Hand a Hafs purs, and
a Parma in his left ; as in Fig- 1.0f the Book. It appears from
2 Dio that Caius and Lucins, Cefars, (the Nephews, and
adopted Sons of Auguftus) had eachof them a Farma and
an Hafta given him : and there being no Inftance of
this Honour paid to any of an inferiour Rank among
the Romans, butonlyto {uch as were of very great Qua-
lity ; if not to Cefars only ; we are from hence be ailowed
to think, Zhat this Statue reprefensed fome Perfon of thas
Quality.

But to difcover the particular Perfon, (if it might be
done) the Author compared a very good Draught he

had procured of this Horfeman, with {uch Roman Coyns,

s Ifcze Dunmon ¢ MDCCXI,
2 Lib. LV,

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). STOR

Qoo as

L ®
www.jstor.org



( 386 )

as He could meet withe This Comparifon {hewed a
great Refemblance between the Face in the Statue, and
that in two of Ge:a’s Coyns.

This Argument, drawn from the Similitude of Faces

(of great force to determine the Reader’s Judgment in
favour of Geta) is farther confirmed by the Horfe ; a Crea-
ture of which Gera was very fond; infomuch, as that He
affeted to be reprefented under the Figure of Caffor, (as
the Roman Emperors often were under the Figures of their
Gods) of whom it is faid, Caftor gaudet Equis 5 —— Of
this Figure there is in * Oifelius, a Coyn of Geta’s, very
much to this purpofe ; reprefented 74b. 1v. fig. 5. of this
Book.
Thefe things bring to mind, the Authority which
Geta had in South-Britain : where (as * Herodian affirms)
all matters were under his Adminiftrarion, during the
Stay which Severss and Caracalls made in the North;
which was a Year, or more. In this time, Gezs had it in
his Power, to do many things, in favour of Cities and
Countreys, here in the South. The great Generofity of
his Mind prompted Him to publick Works; fuch asare,
to this day, attefted by * Infcriptions, with his Name in
them ¢ and it is highly probable, [ That this Statue was
erected to Geta on fome fuch account ]

If this be granted, (as from the concurrence of fo much,
and fo good Teftimony, it feems highly probable) here
is a large and pleafant View opened into Antiquity;
not of late taken notice of by any Writer - Itfhews, that
Gera wasa great Benefactor to o/d Bath ; cither by laying,
in a perfet Morafs, the Foundation of that F'own ; or
by preferving the Hos-Springs entire, from the influx of
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other Waters; or both - Works of great Munificence,
and becoming Geta’'s Spirit. By thele, or fome fuch
Ways, it is probable, this People was obliged to Gera;
but no one is more probable, than that of preferving the
Aque Calide 5 whichwere in thofe days {o famous, as to
give a Denomination to the place. It is well known,
That Rome had her Therme Severiane and Antoniniane,
{o called from their refpetive Founders ; the former be-
ing built by Severss, the Facher ; the latter by Antoninus,
the Brother, of Geta = fo that o take care of Barhs, was
a fort of Greatnefs, that Family feemed to delight in;
and Gers may reafonably be fuppofed, to have his fhare
of this Delight.

From the great probability of this Opinion, the Au-
thor has, out of Love to his-native Country, and the
Honour due to Geza, collected and puttogether, what He
can meet with relating to that Emperor. He has made
a new Edition of Geta's Life, from the Hifforie Augufie
Scriptores ; reftering it toits true Author, Fulins Capitolinus;
and explaining it, with the Notes of Cafanbon, Gruter,
and Sa/mafius ; to which he has added fome of his own.
He has reprinted all the Infcriptions he can meset with,
of Geta’s, and many of his Coyns; with fhort Notes on
both.

After all this,. He is not {o far engaged in this Opini-
on, but that if, (by any Infcription on the Bafis of this
Statue, or any other teftimony) it fhall hereafter appear,
that this Fragment deferves another Explication, he {hall
readily comply with any fuch clearer Teltimony : being
no way difpofed, to give farther credit to this broken
Monument, than fhall anfwer the imperfect Condition it
is now in.

To this Differtation, 4 Geta Britannico, He hasadded
the Chronology of his illuftrious Houfe ; fhewing, how
his Facher, Severss, from a private Gentleéman in Africa,
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came by degrees to he Emperor of Romes and indeed
one of the Greateft, that ever Rome had : How He, with
his two Sons, Baffianus and Geta, (three Roman Emperors )
refided, at oneand the fame time, here in Brisain) and
from hence fent their Imperial Edics, Orders, and Dif-
patches, into all parts of the Empire: and after an ama-
zing Greatnef(s of about twenty four Years, and a Courfe
of almoft all Virtues and Vices, at length tumbled down ;
fubmicting to the Accidents and Fate of other Men ; and
were all buried at Rome, in the Septizodium built b
Sewerus. :
To thefe-Memoirs of Geta, the Author has fubjoyned
a Difcourfe, concerning that curious Cimelium, which
“was, fome Years fince, found at 4rhelney in Somerfer, It
did belong to K. Zlfred, and is.now in the Pafleffion of
Col Palmer of Fairfield, in that County. Befide the cri-
tical ufe-made ofit, by the learned' Dr. Hickes, our Au-
thor writes of it, as an sndeniable Inflance of the ufe of Ima-
ges, coming from. the Heathens.intothe Chriftian Church,

The Book is adorned with {everal Cuts, of 24e Broken
Statue at Bath, of two of Geta’s Silver-Coyns, of the Sep.
sizodium Severi, (out of Perac) and three fides of the
xeprrioy AElfreds..

*In Thefauro Ling. Septentrionalinm.non ita pridem edito.
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