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Today's featured article

Sir Bernard Williams was an English moral
philosopher, noted by The Times as the "most
brilliant and most important British moral
philosopher of his time.” Williams spent over 50

years seeking answers to one question: What

does it mean fo live well? This was a question few
Woestern analytic philosophers had explored since the Greeks,
preferring instead to focus on the issue of moral obligation. For
Williams, moral obligation, insofar as the phrase had any meaning,
had to be compatible with the pursuit of self-interest and the good life.
As Knightsbridge Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Cambridge for over a decade, and the Provost of King's College,
Cambridge for almost as long, Williams became known internationally
for his atternpt to return the study of moral philosophy to its
foundations: to history and culture, politics and psychology and, in
particular, to the Greeks. He saw himself as a synthesist, drawing
together ideas from fields that seemed no longer to know how to
communicate with one another.

Recently featured: First Crusade — Gender role — The Long and
Winding Foad

Archive — More featured articles...

Selected anniversaries
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In the news

= The largest passenger Jet aircraft
in the world, the double-deck
Airbus A380, is launched in
Toulouse, France.

= Former Premier of the People’s Republic of China
Zhao Ziyang, under house arrest since the
Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, dies at age 85.

= A rush-hour crash on the Bangkok Metro injures 140
peaple.

= Presidential election of Croatia: Stjepan Mesic is
re-elected by a large majority as President of the
Republic of Croatia.

= Adriana lliescu, 66, becomes the world's oldest
woman to give birth.

Wikinews — More current events...
Deaths — Sci-Tech — Sports — Canada — UK & Ireland — US

Did you know...

From Wikipedia's newest arficles:

...that polymer banknotes (right) are
made from the polymer biaxially-

oriented polypropylene (BOPF), and
that they incorporate many security features not
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Sociology is the study of saciety and human social action. It generally cancems itself with the social
rules and processes that bind and separate people not anly as individuals, but as members of
associations, groups, and institutions, and includes the examination of the arganization and
develapment of human social life. The sociological field of interest ranges fram the analysis of short
contacts between anonymaus individuals on the street to the study of global social processes. Most
socialogists work in one or more specialties or subfields (listed below).

The meaning of the word comes from the suffix "-alogy” which means "study of " derived from Greek,
and the stem "saci-" which is from the Latin word sacius, meaning member, friend, or ally, thus referring
ta people in general. It is a social science involving the study of the sacial lives of people, groups, and
societies, sometimes defined as the study of social interactions. It is a relatively new academic

digcipline which evolved in the early 19th century.

Because sociology is such a broad discipline, it can be difficult to define, even for professianal
sociologists. One useful way to descnbe the discipline i as a cluster of sub-fields that examine
different dimensions of society. For example, social stratification studies inequality and class structure,
demography studies changes in a population size or type; criminglogy examines criminal behavior and
deviance; paolitical socialogy studies government and laws, and the sociology of race and sociology of
gender examine society's racial and gender cleavages.

Mew sociological sub-fields continue to appear - such as ecanomic sociology and network analysis -
many of which are cross-disciplanary in nature.
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social interactions of people and &
their consequences are the

subject of sociology studies. Here we
see people engaged in various
actions on the stairs of the instibution
of Field Museum of Matural History in
Chicago, lingis.
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Revision as of 22:40, 12 Feb 2003
Ed Poor (Talk | contribs)
okay, I'm done. Comments?
Line 1:

The =flat earth™ theory is the idea that the earth is flat, as opposed to
the view of modern science that the earth is spherical.

Peopls from antiguity gencrally believed the world was flat, as that is

how it keoks even from a high mountain. Some ancient Gresk
philosophers began to discuss the idea of a spherical earth, notably

Eratosthenss and Ptolemy.

During the pericd between the fal of the Roman Empire and the
[[renaissance]] of science several centuries later, some Christian
writers guestioned and even opposed the earth’s sphericity, although it
the

much died out,

is not clkearly known how influential their views were. Before
Renaissance began, the flat earth theory had pretiy
yielding by the 9= or 1100s to the idea that the earth is a globe.

Earth
thinking in the 19th century, and a few dishards hold out to this day
(see [[Flat Earth Society]]).

Some Christians in England and America tried to revive Flat

== Flat Earth theories of Antiquity ==

Revision as of 22:42, 12 Feb 2003
Eloguence (Talk | contribs)
second para

Line 1:

+

+

+

The =flat
opposed to the view of modern science that the earth is spherical.

earth™ theory is the idea that the earth i= flat, as

Peopls from sarly antiguity generaly believed the world was flat, as
that i= how it looks even from a high mountain; by the time of
[[Ptiny
acknowlsdged. [[Ptolemy]] derived his maps from a curved globs

the Elder]], however, its spherical shape was generaly

and developed the system of [[latituds]] and [[longitude]].

CDuring the period between the fall of the Roman Empire and the
[[renaissance]] of science several centuries later, some Christian
writers guestionsed and even opposed the earth's sphericity,
althouwgh it is not clearly known how influential their views were.
Even before the Renaissance began, the flatk earth theory had
almost died out, yielding by the 900s or 110s to the idea that the
earth is a globe.

Yome Christians in England and America tried to revive Flat Earth
thinking in the 19th century, and a few hold out to this day (see
[[Flat Earth Society]])-

== Flat Earth theories of Antiguity ==
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Line 2:
{thistOfScience

[=ociology]] is & refstively nev academic dizcipline among other [[Social
soiences|zocial acience]]s including [[econamics]), [poltical science]],
[[arthropology]], and [[peychology]). The ideas hehind i, however, have & long
hiztory and can trace their origing to a mixture of common human [[knowledge]),
wiorks of [[art]] and [[philosophy]].

Sociology az a scientific dizcipline emerged in the early [19th century]] az an
academic responze to the challenge of [[madernity]]: az the world is becotming

smaller and mare integrated, people's experience of the world iz increasingly
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£pa (Talk | contribs | block)
(Protosociology)
Mewer edit —

Line 2:
{thistOfScience}}

[=ociology]] is & refstively new academic dizcipline among other [Social
soiences|zocial acience]]s including [[econamicz]), [poltical science]],
[[arthropology]], and [[peychology]). The ideas behind i, however, have & long
hiztory and can trace their origing to a mixture of comman human [[knowledge]],
wiorks of [[art]] and [[philosophy]].

+

Sociological regsoning &3 such is much alder, it can be traced hack to Ancient
+ Greece (cf, [Xenophanes]]’ remark. "t horzes would adore gods, these gods

wiolld resemble horses ™,

Sociology az a scientific dizcipline emerged in the early [[19th century]] az an
academic responze to the challenge of [madernity]]: az the world is hecoming
smaller and more integrated, people's experience of the world iz incressingly

atomized and disperzed. Sociologists hoped not only to understand what held
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Insect flight

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Crwer the past several million years, flying insects have evalved some remarkable flight
characteristics and abilities, superior in many ways to anything created by mankind. Even
our understanding of the aerodynamics of flexible, flapping wings and how insects fly is
imperfect. The most obvious application of this research is the engineering of low Eeynolds
number, extrernely small micro air vehicles.

Contents [hide]

1 Evolution and Adaptation
2 Direct Flight Mechanism

3 Indirect Flight Mechanism
4 Basic aerodynamics

4 Current research

A See alzo & dragonfly &
7 References

2 External links

Evolution and Ada_ptation [edit]

Some time in the Carboniferous Period, some 350 million years ago when there were only two major land masses, insects began flying. The
earliest flyers were similar to dragaonflies with two sets of wings, direct flight muscles, and the inability to fald their wings aver their abdomen.
bost insects today, which evalved from those first flyers, have simplified down to either one pair of wings or two pairs functioning as a single
pair, and using a systemn of indirect flight muscles. MNatural selection has played an enormous rale in refining the wings, control and sensory
systerns, and anything else that affects aerodynamics or kinematics. One noteweorthy trait is wing twist. Most insect wings are twisted, like
helicopter blades, with a higher angle of attack at the base. The twist is generally between 10 and 20 degrees. In addition to this twist, the wing
surfaces are not necessarily flat, or featureless; most larger insects have the wing membrane distorted and angled between the veins in such a
way that the cross-section of the wing approximates an aifoil. Thus, the wing's basic shape is already capable of generating a small amount of
lit even when stationary (see Insect wing). Most insects control their wings by adjusting tilt, stiffness, and flapping frequency of the wings
through tiny muscles in the thorax (below). Some insects evolved other wing features that are not advantageous for flight but play a role in
something else like mating or protection.

Some insects, occupying the biological niches that they do, need to be incredibly maneuverable. They must find their food in tight spaces and
be capable of escaping larger predators - or they may themselves be predators, and need to capture prey. Their maneuverability, from an
aerodynamic viewpoint, is provided by high lit and thrust forces. Typical insect flyers can attain lift forces up to three times their weight and
harizantal thrust forces up to five times their weight. There are two substantially different insect flight mechanisms, and each have their own
advantages and disadvantages - just because odonates have a more primitive flight mechanism does not mean they are poorer fliers - they are,
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Space, (or outer space], describes the vaste empty regions between planets and stars. The study of these,
and other, astronomical ohjects is called Astronomy and is one of the oldest sciences. It is often said that

Help space exploration began with the launch of Sputnik 1, the first man-made object to orbit the Earth. Then, in
Contact Vikipedia = an almost unbelievahle feat of human achieverment, in 1962 Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin travelled to the
Daonations - = “S Moon and set foot on the surface during the Apollo 11 mission. Recently, it has became clear that space

rob calonization will no longer be for science-fiction stories, and many issues surrounding space have come to light including

commercial spaceflight, space laws and space weapons.

i Selected article edit Space News edit

What links here
Related changes s Movemnber 7, 2006: Mo injuries reported after MASA
Upload file Space colonization, also called space settlement and space Drbiter hangars evacuated after hydrazine leak
Special pages humanization, is the concept of permanent autonomous = October 29, 2006: India successfully tests
Printable version (selfsuficient) hurnan habitation of locations outside Earth. The first cryogenic rocket engine
Permanert link step is the permanent huran presence in space, as with the s October 25, 2006: MASA launches STEREQ
International Space Station. spacecraft
= October 19, 2006: U3 declares vital interest in

Space

= October 12, 2006: Dark matter lacks extra
gravitational force

= Dctober b, 2006: Srmall hole found in Space Shuttle
Atlantis

= October 5, 2006: Hubble discovers 16 new planets

It is a major theme in
former science fiction
and nowadays
science.

While most people
think of space
calonies on the Moon
or blars, others argue

1 More Space news from Wikinews. ..
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